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UNITED NATIONS (Rf — Cypriot Preddenr GeorgeVMsffiou Warned 
tfaeToriuth Cypritos and Turkey Friday Ifr the Mure to convene ani 
ntenttiood mi n ti ng tins month to end the divkioo oo Cypnjv “At no 

sohukmofthe Cyprus p roM cm «s d meat baud as h 
be aid in a speed). to the General Assembly. Mr. VasdEotvwho is also 
leader of the Grade Cypriot cotnmnnity, said be w el c o med an annonoce- 
nram by U-S.Preskfem George Bush on Ang, 2 that a meeting wooM tike 
place by the end ofSeptembcr if adeqbate progres s was mad e by then. 
Mr. Vassflioii was r e fe rring to long-standing United Nations efforts to 
obtain agreement on a federal system-df g o v er nm ent to reunite the island. 
“It soon tr a nsp ire d -that the Turkish Cypriot leadership was placing 
augmented, preconditions for die continuation of the p ro cess,"^ Mr. 
Va sa ffi oo said. Iiscton to “a separatist right to retf-detenninafioa” was 
responsible for the faflnrc of talks here earW last year under toe auspices 
of U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, he added, . 
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DFLP raw resolved 

NICOSIA (R) — The iwwiKno faction of the divided Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) said Friday it had solved a dispute 

on who should represent the group on die Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Executive Committee- A statement fared to Renters from the 
Damascus-based DFLP raid an agreement was reached Thursday with tbe 
chairman of the. Executive Committee, Yasser Arafat, that the “DFLP is 
the legitimate front led by its secretary general Nayef Hawatmeh." The 
DFLP. which has 12 seats in the Palestine National Conncfl (PNC), 
currently meeting in Algiers to decide whether or not to take part in a 
Middle East peace conf erence, broke into two independent groups earlier 
this month. Yasser Abed Rabbo, who represents the DFLP at the PLO 
Executive Committee, leads the Tijnis-bacd moderate breakaway wing of 
(he DFLP. The statement said it had also been agreed that Mr. Hawatmeh 
was the one who would name the DFLP representative to the PLO 
Executive Committee and thatML Abed Rabbo would join the executive 
committee as an indepen d ent, It said die agreement bad been reached 
with the.PLO Executive Committee is the presence of Mr. Arafat, Mr. 
Hawatmeh and several of his aides and a large number of PNC members. . 
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Bush 
releases 
aid to 
Jordan 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush, citing Jor- 
dan’s recent hdp in foe Middle 
East peace process, bos told 
Congress he is releasing U.S. 
mSBtary aid to Amman that 
had been frozen by Congress. 
Hie U.S. Congress 1 «d frozen 
foe aid last April because of 
Jordan’s support for Iraq’s in- 
vasion of Kuwait Mr. Bush’s 
decision, reflecting .a gradual 
wanning of relations between 
the two countries, follows the 
freeing of Jordan’s economic 
aid in July. In a letter to 

Congress . made public Friday, 
Mr. Bush said Jordan would 
now be eligible for $20 nuUioa 
in aims sales fina ncing and 
would be provided up to 
$783,000 in military training. 
Fulfilling the requirements of 
the April legislation, Mr. Bush 
assured Congress that the aid 
would be beneficial to foe Mid- 
dle East peace process and was 
in the U.S. national interes t. 

A memorandum justifying 
foe decision to obligate the aid 
funds said that since Mr. Bush 
released the economic aid in 
July, “Jordan has clarified its 
stance on the Middle East 
peace process in a vefy helpful 
way.” 

It .said the Jordan govern- 
ment had stated categorically 
that it would attend an Arab- 
Israel peace conference 
arranged by foe United States 
and had ini tiated (fiscnSSionS 
with Palestinians to . form a 
joint de l e gation - to foe confe r- '' 
ence. 

The statement said die admi- 
nistration mtewted to monitor 
Jordan’s policies closely, in- 
cluding its role fa foe pease 
process and its e nfor ce m ent of* 
United Nations resolutions on 
Iraq in mating specific deci- 
sions cm aid. 

“Jordan fa** begun raking 
important steps - to make the 
goal of a regional peace confer- 
ence and direct talks b e twe e n 
Jordan and Israel a reality,” 
the statement said. “Jordan’s 
continued cooperation will be 
a key to further progress.” 

The statement said that U.S. 
military aid to Jordan’ “and 
especially tire important mes- 
sage of support it sends” would 
contribute to Jordan’s stabifity 
and security and help establish 
an atmosphere of trust. 
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Menem to promote 
Mfdeast peace . 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tine President Carlos Menem 
leaves Sunday for official visits to 
Israel and Tunisia daring which 
he will seek to promote a peaceful 
solution to the conflict in the 
Middle East. “The president will 
stress (tire need to) achieve a just 
and lasting peace in the Middle 
East-.wtrich recognises' the right 
of all the states in the region to 
live peacefully within secure and 
internationally accepted fron- 
tiers,” a statement by foe pres- 
idential spokesman said. Mr. 
Menem, who governs Latin 
America’s biggest Jewish com- 
munity and is himself of Syrian 
jff mn t. h<« frequently offered to 
mediate Mideast peace conflict. 


* A-^Amra Hotel 
introduces 
CNN service 
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AMMAN — In fine with its 
'Ongoing efforts to offer foe best 
for.itscfieats andfaisinessroen, 
Amra Hotel has introduced tire 
CNN channel in all its rooms and 
other fowitrieg- CNN broadcasts, 
news around the dock. 

Amra Hotel is the first hoed in 
Jonhs to introduce tins service to 
international businessmen who 
are interested in faBowmg up oa 
world events. * 

Commenting on the new ter :: 
vice, AK Baba, thehotePS g$ner- 

ma nayy fi»H Hurt introducing 

the CNN channel comes as a. 
great step to costae that the best 
services -are provided 'to the. 
hotels chests of 


PNC seen heading towards 



Arafat praises Bush’s statement, seeks clear ‘yes’ from PNC 


Combined agency dispa tches 

ALGIERS — Palestine Libera- 
tion' Organisation (PLO) Chair- ' 
man Yasser Arafat Jus asked foe' 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) to give a dear “yes” to foe 
U.S.-sp o nsored peace c on fere n ce 
even if Washington cannot meet 
all its original demands, delegates 
said Friday. 

One ' Palestinian official told 
Rearers that already a majority 
favoured dropping a demand that 
the United Spates give foe PLO a‘ 
guar a n t y that Pales tinians in the 
occupied territories would enjoy 
die right to seff-detennination. ' 

The FLO would downgrade 
tins to an “objective” which the 
Pales tinians would take to the 

conference, the official added. 


The PNC, also , appeared to be 
lvatfag towards .flexibility cm 
Pal estinian representation at the 
’ talks, one of tbe.msin obstacles in 
U.S. efforts to bring Israelis and 
Arabs together. 

Conference sources said the 
parliament would say only that 
-tire Pales tinian delegates should 
be designated through the PLO. 

The PLO has. previously in- 
sisted dial it mist appoint and 
name delegates but Israel says it 
wiD not take part if the sponsors, 
Washington and Moscow, allow 
the FLO any role at all. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, a political 
adviser to Mr. Arafat and prom- 
inent' moderate, said, “I can say 
the PLO will definitely find a 
proper formula to make it im- 
possible for (Israeli Prime Minis- 


ter Yitzhak) Shamir to stop the 
peace process.” 

“This is an ongoing process. 
We cannot deal with every issue 
before we go into negotiations. 
Otherwise why should we go to 
the conference?” he told a news 
conference Friday. 

Mr. Arafat praised U.S. Presi- . 
dent George Busfo Friday for a 
“courageous stand” in endorsing 
tiie concept of Palestine political 
rights. 

Earlier Friday, Mr. Arafat read 
out to his advisers a document 
drafted two years ago, the first 
“republican decree” he issued.as 
president of the state of Pales- 
tine. 

The public reminder of who 
controls the drive for a homeland 
appeared intended to quell grow- 


ing discontent over compromises 
the movement’s leaders are re- 
ported to have accepted to enable 
convening the peace conference. 

Mr. Abn Sharif tokl reporters 
that foe PLO Executive Commit- 
tee was dealing with the compos*-’ 
tioa of a Palestinian del eg at io n to 

the talks, but that nothing had 
been decided yet. 

Asked if designating the team 
meant the PLO would publicly 
announce it, possibly breaking an 
Israeli condition that the PLO not 
participate in foe talks, Mr. Abu 
Sharif said, “that is a different 
thing.” 

Mr. Abn Sharif urged foe 
Israeli government to stop build- 
ing. Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, calling it a “very important 


pr e paratory step to building con- 
fidence.” 

“Mr. Shamir is trying to put 
obstacles to direct attention from 
the essential point, which is en- 
ding occupation,” Mr. Abu Shar- 
if said. 

“But the PLO wfll definitely 
find foe proper formula to make 
it impossible for Mr. Shamir to 
prevent Palestinians from attend- 
ing foe peace conference,” he 
continued. “I don’t see an obsta- 
cle big enough to prevent Palesti- 
nians from participating.” 

In his speech, Mr. Arafat 
praised Mr. Bush for comments 
relayed through Morocco’s King 
Hassan II that ap pe are d to be a 
significant change in previous 

(Continued oh page 5) 


Baghdad impasse continues 
despite signs of compromise 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
team of U.N. weapons inspectors 
bedded down cm buses for a 
fourth night of confinement in a 
Baghdad parking lot on Friday as 
da r k - p eas fell on the capi tal. 

Despite a Security Council 
agreement late Hrnnriay to an 
Iraqi proposal that rinsed hopes 
of an early end to their ordeal, 
foe day passed m-fimtbo with no 
movement on tire ground. 

Team leader David Kay said 
Iraqi officials, who have the team 
penned in with security officers 
and a roadblock across the only 
exit, had ex pre ssed “a complete 
lack of knowledge” of what had 
been agreed in New York Thurs- 
day evening. 

‘ The 44-member group has 
been trapped in the rear yard of a 
Baghdad /rfjfyy* b uilding 
Tuesday morning when it seized 
wfamftsaysarekiydoc m ne n t 3 .oh 
Iraq’s "clandestine nuclear 
weapons programme- 

The Iraqi proposal accepted by 
the Security Council said the 
team woold be freed once a joint 
inventory of all the documents 
and videotapes made of foe 
group’s surprise scan* had been 
completed and signed. 

Btit no effort was made on 
Friday to cany out foe inventory. 

UJN. colleagues ferried in sup- 
plies and water to -die group 
riming the day fro m the team’s 
nearby hotel. 

One UJl. official pointed out 
that Friday was foe weekly day Of 
rest, when -the generally ^ slow- 
moving bureaucracy did not 
usuaDy stir at all. 

“I wouldn’t expect them to 
come out tonight,”. be added. 

The malti-national gr o u p in* 
chides one woman. 

The dispute has pot in doubt 
tiie arrival of a ballistic missile 
inspection team, due in Baghdad 
Sunday: 

Under foe terms of the Gulf 
war cea sefi r e , Iraq must declare 
and destroy all its weapons of 
mass destruction — nuclear, 
biological, chemical and ballistic. 

Iraq and the U.N. are also at 


loggerheads ov^ jbe-useeffthor 
own helicopters by the ballistic 
missile teams, who have already 
aborted one mission to inspect 
launch sites in the west of tiie 
country froth where Scud missiles 
where fired at Israel and Saixfi 
Arabia (fairing the Gulf war. 

In New- York, British Foreign 
Secreta r y Douglas Hurd said .on 
Friday Iraq was risking further 
conflict by not complying with 
Security Council monitions ■ to 
coope ra te with the weapons in- 
spectors. • 

The 45- member group which 
arrived on Sunday is the largest 
team of inspecto r s yet sent to 
Iraq. One man fold not go on 
Tuesday’s early morning mission 
to . a records office oppoote the 


group’s hotel because of sickness. 

The leader of the 21-member 
ballistic twggtb* ream due rtriy 
Sunday Said on - Friday in 
Bahrain, field headquarters for 
tiie weapon inspection missions; 
“We may postpone onr depar- 
ture.” 

A visit by a 70-member chemic- 
al weapon inspection team is also 
scheduled for early October to 
make an' exhaustive inspection of 
tiie Mntiumna rite near Baghdad 
where chemical weapon destruc- 
tions are planned. 

A p re v ious inspection team de- 
scribed the Mnthanna faafity as a 
“chemical dustbin.” 

Mr. Hurd, speaking in New 
York with British radio, said Iraq 
may be delaying the release for a 
day or two, but he added that 
Iraq risks conflict if it does not 
cooperate. 

If Iraq “were to (fig in and take 
action against -U.N. teams and 
refuse to comply, (it) knows very 
weQ that fit) will be made to 
comply,” Mr. Hurd said.. 

• Under tiie Iraqi plan, inspec- 
tors will keep tiie documents, 
photographs ■ and videotapes 
while they and Iraqi authorities 
catalog the evidence, diplomats 
said. 

Iraq had initially demanded 
that the team retinqmsh the docu- 
ments, but foe inspectors refused. 


_Qn Thursday, the Security 
Councff-said it “deplores Iraq’s 
repeated violations of its obliga- 
tions” under U.N. resolutions de- 
manding its cooperation with the. 
destruction of its weapons. 

A statement said foe council 
“reiterates its demand that the 
inspectors... be released im- 
mediately,” but did not object to 
“a joint inv e utoiy of documents 
and materials “in tins particular 
case.” 

Rolf Ekeus, head of the U.N. 
special comm i ssi o n charged with 
disposing of Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction, estimated h 
would take less than 24 horns to 
analog foe evidence. 

To pressure Iraq to comply 
with U.N. resolutions ending the 
Gulf war, U.S. forces are being? 
sent to ndgfabourmg Saiufi Ara- 
bia. The United States on 
■Wednesday began moving Patriot 
anti-missile units to the Gulf in 
case lira Security Council orders 
military escorts for U;N. teams 
searching Iraq. 

Speaking to reportere, U.S. 
President George Bush sounded 
dearly prepared to use militaiy 
force if diplomacy bib. 

“Whatever happens, (Iraq is) 
going to comply. That’s the 
point,” be said. “We are pre- 
pared to do whatever it takes to 
enforce the resolutions.” 

The New York Tunes reported 
in its Friday editions tint the 
White House halted plans to send 
.attack helicopters and warplanes 
to Saudi Arabia after the Saudi 

defence tnmiW g r >nM Waihingtnn 

be saw no need for mac weapon- 
ry to be sent to the kingdom. 

Asked about the report, Mr. 
Bush said, “We haven’t changed 
any plans. We have a plan. Stay 
with the plan.” 

The newspaper also said 
General Joseph Hoar, the new 
Chief of the U.S. Central Com- 
mand, had received prraidential 
authority ter- begin drawing up a 
Eft of targets in Iraq should Mr. 
Stash decide to order punitive air 

(C ontinu ed on page 5) 


Bush seeks deeper arms cuts 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush m .a major 
arms speech on Friday night was 
to call for farther deep cats in 
U.S. and Soviet nndear arsenals 
and would drop plans 'tp pot 
10-waihead MX imssfles on rail 
care, administration officials said. 

Mr. Bush hims e lf tokl repor- 
ters be would announce changes 
in U.S. defence strategy with 
“major worldwide .implications 
for wprkT peace” in a nationally 
televised talk from the White 
House Oral Office at 8 p-m. EOT 
(tmdnjgfat GMT)*' 

Administration officials-, who 
asked not to be identified, aid' 
Mr. Bush was to drop U.S. phra 
to mount up to 50 MX intercon- 
tinental imssfles on rafl carriages 
in tiie' United States and was 
expected to call oh the: Soviet. 
Union to take its own mnlti- 


warhead SS-24 missiles off rail 
cars. 

Mr. Bud) was. also considering 
a dramatic-new step by announc- 
ing U.S. wflfingoess to remove or 

limit tiie number of nndear cruise 
missiles on warships to pre» 
Moscow fin deeper aits in its own 
atomic arsenal, the officials said.' 

- “We’re living in a mindly 
fftanging wodd. I think what I 
will be saying tonight will have 
major worldwide fanpficatkms for 
world peace,** the president told 
reporters as be started an unre- 
. hied meeting with ‘bis economic 
ptrity council on Friday morning. 

While ' the adnwwktrati ftn nffi- 

riak did not give specifics, they 
said the speech yns tamed at 
- prom p ting nndear cots that. go 
deeper than tins* year's U.§.- 
Sqriet* strategic. arms reduction 
agreement (START), which 


would cut over 20 per cent of tiie 
existing U.S.-Soviet arsenals of 
-more than 22,000 nuclear war- 
beads. 

The officials said they were not. 
sure of the future of KGCmissfles 
fa undergrou nd silos, but that the 
admi nis tr a tion would no longer 
press Congress on the controver- 
sial issue of mounting than on 
rail carriages. 

The Senate had already voted 
67-33 mi Thursday night to kill 
1225 mflHon requested by tiie 
adminisfration to go abend with 
the “rafl-garraon” plan to mobil- 
ise the fag weapons and make 
them invhhramable to »»»* . 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin F towWr said Mr. Bush’s 
primefone address from the Oval 
Office, only bis sixth since taking, 
office, would mark “an historic 
turning point m onr national de- 
fence posture.” 


Shamir rules out Husseini 
and Ashrawi in peace talks 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir Friday ruled 
out a role in Middle East peace 
talks for two Palestinian leaders 
who could face prosecution for 
allegedly attending an Algiers 
session of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC). 

Israel has said it will not attend 
a U.S.-sponsored Middle East 
peace conference unless it can 
vetof Palestinian representation at 
foe talks. r 

Asked if he wqqld^onisent to 
U.S. leaden meeting die two, 
Hanan Ashrawi and Faisal AI 
Husseini, Mr. Shamir said: 
“That’s an American issue... but 
it is dear in advance that these 
people will not represent anyone 
in the negotiations.” 

Dr. Ashrawi and Mr. Husseini 
led Palestinian delegations which 
met U.S. Secretary of State 
Janies Baker in occupied Jeru- 
salem during his seven peace 
missions’ to foe Middle East this 
year. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) sources said the two 
addressed the PNC on Thursday 
in Algiers, where they were .said 
by de lega t es to have urged the 
meeting to back the U.S. plan. 

Mr. Husseini and Dr. Ashrawi 
denied they were at tiie confer- 
ence. 

. “We didn’t (leave) the United 
Kingdom at all during tiie last 


days. I and Hanan cannot be in 
two places at the same time,” Mr. 
Hussein) told Israel Radio Friday 
(see page 2). 

Israeli authorities have said 
they will prosecute anyone who 
attends the PNC meeting under a 
law barring contact with members 
of the PLO. The PNC is the 
decision-making body of foe 
PLO. 

Mr. Rhamhr said p a rt i c ip ation 
by the two Palestinian leaders 
from foe kraeli-occiipied territor- 
ies at the PNC meeting would not 
affect peace talks. 

“I don't flunk tins influences 
the peace process. It influences... 
the authorities’ treatment of 
these people because in such a 
case it wfll be dear that they 
violated the law.” 

The prime minister denied re- 
ports that the U.S. pressured 
Israel to allow the two to attend 
the meeting. 

Both Mir. Husseini and Dr. 
Ashrawi are residents of Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Shamir refuses to negoti- 
ate at any peace conference with 
East Jerusalem residents. 

Many prominent Palestinian 
activists in the occupied West 
Bank and-Gaza Strip live in East 
Jerusalem. 

Dr. Ashrawi told Reuters she 
and Mr. Husseini would travel to 
Washington soon. 


Soviet president voices 
concern over ethnic strife 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachevsaid Fri- 
day he expects the remaining 
Soviet republics to sign an econo- 
mic cooperation treaty in the first 
10 days of October. 

Mr. Gorbachev, m a joint press 
conference with visiting Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, also 
expressed concern about strife in 
some corners of the country. 

The Soviet president gave no 
precise date for when he expected 
the economic agreement to be 
signed, but said he hopes it would 
be in “the first 10 days of Octo- 
ber” dosing a meeting of republic 
prime ministers in the Kazakh- 
stan capital of Ahna Ata. 

. Officials from the 12 republics 
are workipg to resolve their dif- 
ferences, he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev expressed con- 
cern about ethnic strife in Geor- 
gia and the Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave in the Caucasus and ab- 
out public protests over the rem- 
stalement of a Communist Party 
stalwart as president of the Cen- 
tral Asian Repabhc of Tadzhikis- 
tan. • 

He denied accusation by Geor- 
gian President Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia that foe Kremlin was behind a 
mounting opposition .movement 
fa the republic. . 

• This is not realistic, not fac- 
tual,” he said, repeating several 
times that “the situation is 
worsening” fa Georgia. T 

“I flunk flat President Gam- 
sakhurdia and his opponents 
ought to exert the maximum 
goodwill” to peacefully resolve 
their conflict, he said: ’ 

1 Mr. Gorbachev, endorsed 


efforts by Russian Federation 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
Kazah President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev to broker a truce in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an Arme- 
nian enclave inside Azerbaijan. 

“But unfortunately X read fa 
the newspapers today that there 
was more shooting, that five peo- 
ple were kflledL That’s not just 
permissible,” Mr. Gorbachev 
said. 

“There are forces who do not 
want the conflict to end,” be said. 

He was referring to renewed 
fighting in the mountainous re- 
gion which broke out after tiie 
tentative peace agreement was 
readied on Monday. 

While not directly critidsiiig 
the parliament of Tadzhikistan 
fm refastating Communist leader 
Rakhman Nabiyev and declaring 
a state of emergency, Mr. Gor- 
. bachev said “each republic must 
understand the need to continue 
democratic development.” 

Mr. Nabiyev, who was ousted 
several months after Mr. Got? 
bachev became Kremlin leader in 
1985, was reinstated on Monday. 
He replaced acting President 
Kadriddm Askmov, who tried to 
abolish the Communist Party. 

The republics of foe Ukraine 
and Kazakhstan are backings way 
from earlier offers to hand over 
to the Russian republic nndear 
missiles stationed on their terri- 
tory, a senior Russian official 
said. 

“The situation is changing. 
Previously they said: Come and 
take them. Now tbeysayvLet ns, 

(Con fo —d no page 5) 


Ensour meets Baker and 
other counterparts at U.N. 


AMMAN (Petra) — . Foreign 
Minister Abdnllah Ensour Thurs- 
day held a series of meetings with 
his counterparts taking part in the 
46th session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly. 

Dr. Ensour disenssed with his 
German Foreign Munster Hans 
Dietrich Gensdrar the latest. de- 
velopments in the Middle East 
and ongoing peace process-in the 
region as well as bilateral rela- 
tions. 

He also met with the forefan 
ministers of Canada, Cuba and 
Romania. 

Dr, Ensour earlier met with 
American Secretary of State 
James Baker and discussed with 
him the latest developments in 
the region and efforts to. convene 
a peace conference in October. 

He held meetings with the fore- 
ign ministers of Spain, Australia, 
Austria, Greece, Luxembourg, 
Portugal, Senegal, Tunisia and 
Colombia. He also met with the 
prime minister eff New Zealand 
and discussed with him the situa- 
•tion in the Middle East and bi- 
lateral relations. 

Dr. Ensour also attended a 
working dinner hosted by Arab 
League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Maguid in honour of the 
Arab foreign ministers attending 
the General Assembly session. • 

On Wednesday, Dr. Ensour 
met with foe foreign ministers of 
Bangladesh, Iran, Albania, In- 
dia.. Norway and Finland. 


In a telephone interview with 
Al Ra’i, Dr. Ensour said that the 
foreign ministers of Egypt, Syria, 
Lebanon and Jordan held a me-' 
linriuajy meeting on the sidelines 
of the U.N. General Assembly 
meetings. 

The four ministers discussed 
the U.S.-led efforts to convene a 
peace conference to resolve foe 
Arab-Israeti conflict and Arab 
coordination ahead of the prop- 
osed conference. The four minis- 
ters also the date and 

venue for another meeting which 
will be held at foe foreign minis- 
ters level. The meeting will be 
attended by Egypt, Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
whose representative did not 
attend the preliminary Arab 
meeting since he was taking part 
in the Palestine National Council 
meetings held in Algiers. 

His 45-minnte meeting with 
Secretary Baker, Dr. Ensonr 
said, was good and provided an 
opportunity to review the 
ongoing peace efforts. He added 
that be and Mr. Baker also dis- 
cussed foe letter of guarantees 
Jordan has requested before con- 
vening the peace conference. 

Dr. Ensour also said that Arab 
forefan ministers wfll meet Satur- 
day to discuss issues on the agen- 
da of the U.N. General Assembly 
and crystallise pan- Arabs stands 
vis-a-vis these issues. 


Gorbachev: Mideast 
peace parley on track 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev said • 
Friday be still hoped a Middle 
East peace conference could Wirt 
in October and Egyptian Presi- 
dent .Hosni Mubarak said the’ 
proposed Arab-Isradi talks could 
last two years. 

Mr. Gorbachev told repo rt e rs 
after meeting Mr. Mubarak in tbe 
Kr emlin that October remained a 
realistic target for the conference 
despite “some doubts” that had 
arisen in recent, weeks. He did 
not elaborate. 

“We are acting on the basis of 
precisely such a time-scale,” Mr. 
Gorbachev said. 1 think tins 
process is so essential, and we. 
have come so dose to it, that all 
sides understand their responsi- 
bility and are taking steps.” 

Mr. Mubarak, the first Arab' 
leader to visit Moscow since last 
month’s failed co m munist coup, 
warned-that the peace talks may 
be arduous. 

“Of course it is hard to expect 
that success will be achieved in a 
day or a week. Tbe negotiations 
could continue a year or two 
years,” the Egyptian president 
said.' 

“The important, thing, howev- 
er, is to strive to continue the 
negotiating process so that these 
peace efforts may lead to peace in 
Jbe region.” 

The Soviet -Union, effectively 
shorn of its superpower status by 
political and economic , crises at 
home, has a vital stake in tiie 


Middle East peace process. 

The proposed conference 
offers Moscow an opportunity to 
refaffld its influence in the region, 
where its closest Arab ally until 
die Gulf war was Iraq.” 

Mr. Gorbachev said he and 
Mr. Mubarak also disenssed fa- 
lateral issues including ways of 
boosting trade. The Egyptian 
leader, who arrived on Thursday, 
was dne to fly home later after Us 
brief working visit. 

Mr. Gorbachev said Moscow 
welcomed the readiness of Egypt,' 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and foe 
United Arab Emirates to offer it 
fi n an c ial and trade credits. - 

“Already there are certain 
steps being taken and we welcome 
that. It meets the i n terests of both 
sides and for us it is very neces- 
sary,” be said. 

Carter: Se ttl e m ents are key issue 

Former President Jimmy Car- 
ter says the peace process in the 
Middle East hinges of Israeli 
setflement-bufldmg on the West 
Bank. 

“Tbe continued building of set- 
tlements on tbe West Bank is tbe 
angle most diffiailt obstacle to 
overcome. (Continued building) 
is . almost proof that peace nego- 
tiations will not be successful,” 
Mr. Carter said Thursday after a 
speech Jo an audience of about 
2,000 people at Goudrar College 
in Baltimore. 
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Ashrawi, Hussein! 
deny attending PNC 


meeting in Algiers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinian leader Han an 
Ashrawi, threatened with pro- 
secution by Israel if she defied a 
ban on contacting the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
denied she went to Algiers for the 
Palestinian National Council 
(PNC) conference. 

PLO sources said Thursday 
afternoon that Dr. Ashrawi and 
Faisal A1 Husseini, who have 
been go-betweens between 
Washington and the PLO, had 
left Algiers after speaking at a 
PNC session. 

The sources said they were 
going to Washington to brief U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
on the (PNC) meeting, called to 
decide whether Palestinians 
should take part in Middle East 
peace talks tentatively planned 
for next month. 

At 2315 GMT on Thursday, 
Reuter correspondent Colleen 
Siegel telephoned a London hotel 
and spoke to a woman she identi- 
fied as Dr. Ashrawi. 

Here are the main extracts of 
their conversation: 

Q: Are you denying your were in 
Algiers? 

A: Yes. I have been denying the 
story, both Faisal and I have been 
denying the story. 

Q: Where have you been for the 
last two days? 

A: We've been in England. We 
haven't left the U.K. We have a 
lot of work to do and it's aU 
related to the peace process. 

Q: Do you have any way to 
corroborate where- yon were in 
the last two days? 

A: Listen, if we are placed on 
trial then we mil have to present 
evidence, but I hope we aren't 


going to be put on trial by the 


Q: Are yon going to Washington? 
A: We are going to Washington, 
but we haven’t decided when yet. 

In Algiers PLO sources said 
Mr. Husseini and Dr. Ashrawi 
who have seen Mr. Baker on 
most of his seven missions to the 
Middle East this year, nrged a 
divided PNC to go along with die 
U.S. plan for talks. 

Officials said they received a 
warm welcome, even from dele- 
gates who disagree with them on 
the peace conference. 

Israel's defence ministry said in 
a statement: 

“If it becomes dear that people 
from (the West Bank) and die 
Gaza Strip participated in die 
Palestine National Council the 
stops dictated by law will be taken 
against tbem.” 

In August, Mr. Husseini, Dr. 
Ashrawi, and Zakaria A1 Agha, 
the Palestinian team that has met 
Mr. Baker on his peace shuttles, 
consulted on peace efforts with 
PLO officials in London. 

Israeli poDce interrogated them 
on their return and said they 
would decide later whether to lay 
charges. 

Dr. Ashrawi, a sharp witted, 
articulate professor of English, is 
emerging as a leading voice of the 
P alestini ans in the oocupied terri- 
tories. . 

A week ago she left her West 
Bank home in the middle of the 
night and crossed into Jordan for 
bastily-aiTanged talks with Mr. 
Baker. He delayed his departure 
from Amman to see her. 

She flew to London from Ara- 



Hanan Ashrawi 

Israel Radio Friday, Mr. Husseini 
also flatly denied that either he or 
Dr. Ashrawi was in Algiers. 

“You know that we were in 
London and we are now in Lon- 
don.” he told Israel Radio. “We 
didn't leave the U.K. at all during 
the last days. And I can't and 
Han an can't be in two places at 
Ae same time. We were in Eng- 
land.” 

On Thursday, police spokes- 
man Uzi Sandori, responding to 
reports that Mr. Husseni and Dr. 
Ashrawi were in Algiers, told the 
Associated Press: "If they were 
there, we will call them in for 
questioning and we will investi- 


Frisal Hussehri 


Israel does not hesitate to pro- 
secute under the stature. Israeli 
peace activist Abie Nathan 
served a jail sentence last year 
after he was convicted for meet- 
ing with PLO chairman Yasser 
Arafat. He recently was con- 
victed for a later meeting with 
Mr. Arafat and stil) feces senteno- 


man. 

In an interview broadcast on 


In response to allegations that 
Mr. Husseini and Dr. Ashrawi 
went to Algiers for talks with 
PLO officials, right-wing Israeli 
legislators have demanded they 
either be banned from returning 
here or jailed for investigation. 

Mr. S hamir 's bureau chief Yos- 
a Ahnueir, asked if Israel would 
take into account the potential 


political damage before prosecut- 
ing die two, told Reuters: 

“If we have to consider other. 
things, we will consider them.” 

Israel insist the U.S. exclude 
the PLO from any talks and 
refuses to speak to Palestinians 
affiliated with the PLO. 

Mr. Husseini and Mr. Ashrawi 
insist in meeting with Mr. Baker 
that the PLO is the Palestinians' 
sole representative. 

“They are in daily contact with 
the PLO. Everybody knows the 
PLO is being represented by Hus- 
seini and Ashrawi,” said opposi- 
tion parliament member Dedi 
Zncker. “Only some (govern- 
ment) ministers pretend they 
do not.” 

Meanwhile, the Hebrew daily 
Yedioth Ahronoth said Friday 
that Israeli diplomats have 
warned Mr. Baker against meet- 
ing with Mr. Husseini and Dr. 
Ashrawi, who are expected to 
travel from London to Washing- 
ton this weekend. 

Such talks would “hurt the 
effort to convene a peace confer- 
ence,” the dipterals reportedly 
told Mr. Baker's delegation to 
the United Nations in New York. 

Mr. Husseini was quoted by 
Israeli Radio as saying the warn- 
ing to Mr. Baker suggested Prime 
Minister Yitzhak S hamir was 
trying to back out of the peace 
conference. 


U.N. inspection team dominated by Americans 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.N. inspection team in Baghdad 
is top-heavy with Americans, 
many of them officials from the 
Defence and Energy depart- 
ments, U.S. officials said. • 

The group's investigation of 
Iraq’s nnlcear weapons program- 
me has been based in large mea- 
sure on information from at least 
two “defectors” and from U.S. 
reconnaissance photographs and 
electronic monitoring, said the 
officials. 

The 27 Americans on tbe 44-' 
member team, assembled by the 
U .N . -affiliated International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
were picked for their expertise in 
nuclear bomb-making and Arab- 
English translating, the officials 
said. 

Also on the team are two 
Australians, five Canadians, two 
Germans, two Britons, three 
New Zealandeis, and one person 
each from Syria, Egypt and 
Morocco. 

Iraq argues that tbe preponder- 
ance of Americans violates the 
neutral nature of the United Na- 
tions and the IAEA. 

Insisting the Americans are 


Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) sines, Iraq has refused for 
three days to allow the group to 
leave the parking lot outride the 
Iraqi Eqergy Commission build- 
ing with several containers of 
documents. 

“We wouldn’t dignify the Iraqi 
allegations with a response,” said 
CIA spokesman Marie Mansfield. 

U.S. officials' concede, howev- 
er, that the team has been sup- 
plied with intelligence informa- 
tion that led it to the cache of 
documents. 

“The United States did have a 
fairly large role in saying where 
the team should go to look,” said 
one official who spoke only on 
condition of anonymity. 

One of the “defectors” who 
supplied U.S. officials with in- 
formation is a young electrical 
engineer who studied abroad and 
was recruited to work for Iraq's 
nuclear programme last year, said 
another official. 

The official said the engineer 
tipped off U.S. intelligence to a 
uranium enrichment progra mm e. 

Another “defector” provided 
information about other aspects 
of die Iraqi programme, includ- 


ing dues that led the team to tbe 
documents, the official said. 

Administration officials, who 
have pored over hundreds of 
documents captured from Iraq 
during the Gulf war, are among 
tbe members of the team in Bagh- 
dad — there because they can 
read Arabic and understand the 
significance of documents the 
team uncovers. 

Also on tbe team are scientists 
from U.S. government labs 
where tibe Department of Energy 
research and development of nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Although Iraq's dan destine 
nuclear programme is believed to 
have been aO but destroyed in the 
Gulf war, the documents are of 
great value for several reasons, 
the officials said: 

— They list names of Iraqis 
involved, making it easier to 
monitor any attempt to resume 
the programme. 

— They provide names of fore- 
ign companies that sold Iraq 
thousands of components. 

— They provide information 
about links between the nudear 
programme and other factilities, 
making it possible to dose down 


offensive operations under U.N. 
ceasefire resolutions. 

Iraq’s information minister ac- 
cused U.S. and Israel intelligence 
services Wednesday of killing two 
Iraqi nudear scientist s and an 
Egyptian 10 years ago to thwart 
Iraq's nudear research. 

“The American intelligence 
and the (Israeli) Mdssad commit- 
ted criminal acts induding assas- 
sination, kidnapping and terroris- 
ing Iraqi and Arab scientists ... to 
pr e v en t Iraq and other Arab 
countries acquire modem tech- 
nology,” Hamed Yousef Huzn- 
madi told tbe Iraqi News Agency. 

The minister was commenting 
on the standoff between U.N. 
nudear weapons inspectors and 
Baghdad over access to files. 

The minister said the files were 
“personal files of those who work 
in the Iraqi Nudear Gommisaon 
and tiie Ministry of Industry.” 

Mr. H nmmadi said tbe first 
“martyr” was the Egyptian scien- 
tist Yehia A1 Mash ad, who spe- 
cialised in nndear reactor en- 
gineering and was killed in Paris 
in 1980. He did not say if tbe 
Egyptian scientist was working 
for Iraq. 


Starvation in Sudan claims thousands — U.S. official 


WASHINGTON (AP)— Tens of 
thousands of Sudanese are be- 
lieved to have died of starvation 
in recent months while' countless 
others cling to life on a diet of 
wild grass, a U.S. official said 
Thursday. 

Rick Machmer, tbe chief U.S. 
foreign aid representative in 
Sudan, said predictions of even 
higher death tolls, however, do 
not take into account the ability 
of tbe Sudanese to survive on the 
most meager of diets. 

Sudanese in the hard-hit west- 
ern region have been able to 
survive on wild grass, “just pull- 
ing it out of tire ground,” Mr. 
Machmer said in an interview. 

“It's a terrible existence. It 
barely keeps them alive but they 


don't die,” he said. 

Another factor in preventing 
an even worse disasterwasSndan’s 
ability, despite scarce resources, 
to import 600,000 tonnes of food 
this year, much higher than relief 
experts had predicted, he said. 

The food was allocated largely 
to government supporters in 
urban areas, he added. 

Millions erf Sudanese fives axe 
at risk elsewhere because of food 
shortages but conditions could 
ease when tbe November haxvest 
comes in,” Mr. Machmer said. 

On the other hand, the possi- 
bility of an escalation in Sudan's 
civil war could prevent relief 
flights from reaching tbe southern 
part of the country, which is 
highly dependent on outside help 


for its food needs. 

“It’s an intense military area 
and you can’t just go out and 
plant the harvest,” Mr. Machmer 
said. 

Tbe combination of drought 
and the dvil war, in which the 
north has been fighting the sooth, 
has created famine conditions in 
Sudan which are unparalleled 
elsewhere in the world. 

The United States has tried to 
fin the food gap in tbe Sudan with 
a 331,000-tonne commitment tin's 
year — tbe largest U.S. program- 
me anywhere — but scarcity per- 
sists because deliveries by the 
European Community have been 
slower than expected, he said. 

Mr. Machmer asserted that 
misrule by the government in 


Khartoum also has contributed to 
Sudan's misery. 

Besides discouraging enter- 
prise, Mr. Machmer said Sudan is 
so for in ar re ar s in debt repay- 
ments to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) that the 
IMF take the unprecedented step 
of expelling the country from its 
membership. . 

The Sudan, he said, has been 
steadly losing international sup- 
port because of actions such as its 
backing of Iraq in the Gulf war. 
and the communist haridmers 
who tried to stage a coup in tbe 
Soviet Union last month. 

Sudan’s international support 
is now limited to Libya, Iran, 
Iraq, Yemen and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 


U.N. agency hopes for 
‘voluntary repatriation’ 
of stranded Somalis 


By A Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The recent 
flare-up in factional fighting 
in Somalia has delayed tire 
departure home of Somafi 
nationals stranded in Jordan 
since the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. Tire 
international agency offering 
them help remains hopeful 
that tbe situation .would dear 
itself soon so that it could go 
ahead with their “voluntary 
repatriation” after their ap- 
plication to joint families in. 
Britain has been turned down 
by the British government. 

Seventy-six Somali nation- 
als remained in Jordan as of 
Thoraday, having sought the 
help of tire United Nations 
High Commission for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) to find asy- 
lum in a third conntry as sooa 
as they arrived in Jordan 
from Kuwait and Iraq follow- 
ing the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

In addition, 19 Iranians are 
also in Jordan awaiting 
UNHCR help. Some of the 
Iranian refugees have already 
been granted political asylum 
in Scandinavia ami Canada, 
white others’ cases are being 
processed, according to 
Javiner de Riedmatten, chief 
of die UNHCR mission in 
Jordan. 

In the case of the Somalis, 
whether from the south or 
north, the ouster of President. 
Mohammad Siad Barre ear- 
lier tins year has removed tbe 
main reason for their quest 
for political asylum abroad. 

“We have reached the con- 
clusion that voluntary repat- 
riation is the only viable op- 
tion for die Somalis,” said 
Mr. Riedmatten. However, 
since the situation in Somalia 
is unclear die dep ar t ur e of 
die Somalis — of those who 
accept to return home — has 
been delayed. 

“We are hopeful that pas- 
sage for the Somaila could be 
arranged soon,” Mr. Ried- 
matten said.. But, he reaf- 
firmed, “we will not send 
anyone anywhere without his 
or her explicit consent.” . 

- -Under UNHCR criterion, 
most of tire stranded third 
country nationals in Jordan 

— except the Iranians — are 
“persons of concern” rather 
than refugees. “A formal 
“refugee” status is granted 
only after the concerned per- 
son can prove that he or she 
stands “indhridnal persecu- 


tion” at home. 

Most of the northern 
Somafis remaining m Jordan 
had applied to the British . 
government for permission to 
join relatives in Britain, but 
‘ the ap plic a ti ons were, tamed 
. down on 'the ground that die 
relatives were not immediate 
family members and tint the 
. relationship was not dose 
enough. 

.That leaves them no. 
alternative but to return 
home, particnlarty that most 
of them are from the Issaq 
dan whose members form the 
core of tbe Somali National 
Movement, which took over 
northern Somalia after the 
ouster of Mr. Siad Bane and 
prodiamed _an independent 
republic in the north; 

The destination of the 
northern Somalh is the poet of 
Berbers in tbe north. Howev- 
er, it was not immediately 
known how many of the 
no r th ern e r s are wflfing to 
accept the “voluntary repat- 
■ nation.”' 

For southern Somalis, 
some of whom still aruge that 
their lives wfl] be under 
threat if they returned home, 
the situation remains unclear, 
especially after die recent 
factional fighting in Moga- 
dishu. 

Some of tbe southern 
Somalis and Iranians have 
staged hunger-strikes at the 
Andahis transit camp, where 
they are accommodated, to 
support their demand for 
UNHCR action to find tbem 
refuge. 

But, said Mr. Riedmatten, 
such actions do not help since ' 
it is not in UNHCR hands to 
decide where the refugees go. 
“We are trying out best to 
help everyone, but -it is up to 
the various governments to 
decide whether or not to 
accept them,” he said. 

Twelve Ethiopians also re- 
main in Jordan. But their 
request for political asylum in 
a third country is no longer 
valid after rebels overthrew 
dm regime of dictator Haile 
Mengistu Mariam in May. 
These have legal permits to 
stay in Jordan, but the 
UNHCR will have to step in 
and help them to return- 
home as and when die valid- 
ity of the permits expire. 
However, they already pos- 
sess Sudanese documents, 
having been granted asylum 
in Sudan, and UNHCR’s role 
is limited to ensuring that 
they are returned to Sudan. 


Proposed Mideast arms deal 
splits Belgian government 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Political 
negotiations Intensified Friday to 
heal a split along linguistic fines 
within Prime Minister Wrlfried 
Martens* centre-left government 
over S300-million arms sates to 
the Middle East. 

“It is still posable to find a 
solution,” said Justice Minister 
Melchior Wathelet after a Friday 
morning meeting of the cabinet 
that was extended into tbe after- 


benefit firms in Dutch-speaking 
Flanders. 

“For economic and ethical 


noon. 

The dispute, which has ling- 
ered for weeks, was widely seen 
as jeopardising die government. 

Two. of Mr. Martens’ Dutch- 
speaking coalition parties are 
opposing antis sales to Samfi Ara- 
bia and other Mid east countries 
after the Gulf war. 

But two Francophone coalition 
parties want the sales approved to 
safeguard the arms industry in 
Wallonia, Belgium’s French- 
speaking southern half. 

The have said they wQl oppose 
a $1 billion government telecom- 
munications contract that would 


reasons we are against arms ex- 
ports to the Middle East. We wiD 
not ap prove a renewal of the 
export licences,” Frank Vanden- 
broecke, leader of tbe Flemish 
Socialist, said Friday. 

But Guy Spitaels, his Fran- 
cophone counterpart and the 
French-speaking Christian 
Democrats, want to save the 
embattled arms industry' in the 
Walloon dty of Liege. 

Liege-area arms maker FNN 
Hexstal has co n t ra cts worth 10.6 
bilfion francs ($303 mflfian) for 
Mideast clients, indmfing Saudi 
Arabia, Oman and tbe United 
Arab Emirates, but needs export 
licences. 

“Without the licences the nor- 
mal finandug of tiie company... is 
no longer possible,” FNN said in 
ja statement. 

It said over 1,000 jobs are aft 
stake if the arms contracts are not 
honoured. 
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Ex-soldiers of Ethiopia Jieed help 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopian Red Cross officials appealed 
Thursday for 20,000 tonnes of emergency food aid and $12 million 
cash to help nearly 250,000 fanner spkfias of. the toppled 
gov er nm en t of dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam. New&y Zera 
Johannes. secretaiy-Keneral of tbe Ethiopian Red Cfoss Society 
(ERCS), said teas of thousands of disbanded sold iers ha d gone, 
home without registering for food aid and were no turning up 
distri bution ce n tres Hoping for hand-outs. He tokt reporters that 
the ER CS die Internatio na l Committee of fee Red Cross had 

appealed successfully for aid for some 250,000 funner soldiers * — 
but the Actual number of people in need bad turned out to be 
doable dial. “A very high number of ex-servicemen without 
rati on ca rds turn op at- distribution centres and are refused relief 
a ssist an ce" Mr. Neway said, adding tins was causing tensions and 
in some cases violence. He cited one case in. Aeri region where tiie 
distribution centre had to be closed after being overwhelmed by 
former sokfiers without ration cards. Col. Me ngatu’s ar my, once 
the largest in Africa, collapsed after a rebel onsla ug h t in May. 
One rebel group took over in Addis Ababa a nd hat si nce called in 
other political groups to form a broad-based transitional govern- 
ment. Another rebel group took control in the northern province 
of Eritrea. The provisional government in Eritrea domed it was to 
blame for tiie slow passage of famine relief aid and other goods 
through the Eritrean port of Arab. More than -seven million 
people face severe food shortages in Ethiopia, this year. The bulk 
of aid for them cranes through Arab. 


Malta conference to discuss Mideast peace 


ROME (R)— Some 250 religious and pofitical leaders wiD gather 
in Malta next month to p rom ote peace in the Middle East.. “This 
is a ga tfa trin g of Christian, Muslim and Jewish leaders that would 
have been unthinkable three years ago,” Mario Marazzitjfg. 
spokesman for the Italian religious community sponsoring the 
Oct. 8-10 meeting, told a news conference. 'Hie conference hopes 
to overcome centuries of mistrust and hostility among foe Middle 
East’s major religious to p r o m ote disenssfons towards regional 
peace. “The Gulf war confirmed tbe need to end misunderstand- 
ing and conflict between religious,” Mr. Maraaati said. Among 
those expected to attend foe gathering, called “Religions for a Sea 
of Peace,” are the grand muftis erf Egypt and Syria, tbe chief rabbi 
of Haifa, and Cafoo&c bishops and. p atriar ch s from several 
co un tries in the region. Polish Cardinal Josef Glemp pod 
representatives of smaller faiths ranging from Shinto to Zoroas- 
trianism are also expected to attend. Italian Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti, Alb anian Prime Minister Yffi Bufi and Port u g ue se 
President Mario Soares are also expected. Tbe Community of 
Sanfegidio, which is hosting the conf er e n ce, has been mediating 
peace fell^ between the Mozambican government and rebels. 


Turkish soldier, 2 Kurdish rebels Jdlled 


ANKARA (R) — Two separatist Kurdish rebels and a Turkish - 
soldier were kiBed Friday in a dash in southeast Turkey, the ip 1 
Anatolian news agency repo rted. Th e gunbattle with guerrillas of ju'< 
foe Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) occurred near a phosphate 1 
plant near the town of Mazkfagi in Martha p rovince , it said. Two . 

soldiers were wounded in another dash with PKK fighters near ;y g 
Nfidyat town in tiie same province, it added. Officials could not ' 
immediatel y confirm the casualties. More titan 3,300 people have 
been killed in the mainly Kurdish southeast since the PKK .^9 
launched a guerrilla war for an independent Kurdish state in thd^U 
region in 1984. 1 . .. 


Former hostage Mann relishes his freedom 


LONDON (AP) — Freed hostage Jack Mann is still frail from his 
28 mouths in c aptivi t y in Beirut, but his spirits are surprisingly ^T: 
high, officials said. Mr. Mann, 77, relished his freedom and 

chatted with bttwifeSunnfe, 73, 1 who is staying, with him at a royal 

air force base at Lyneham 130 kOometres west of Loudon, in tiie 
same VIP suite used by journalist John McCarthy after he was Fr 
freed Aug. 8- The framer battle of Britain Spitfire pilot began his 
first u nin terrupted day of freedom since bis release Tuesday with 
a full English breakfast. Then Mr. Mann’s top priorities were a ~ T ' 
haircut, a visit to tiie base dentist, new glasses and ordering a new 
wrist watch to replace the one stolen by his captors, according to ^ 
base staff. ITN Middle East conespondent Brent Sadler, who 5/7 
helped Mrs. Mann write a book about her agonising waiting for - 
her husband’s release, visited the couple. “They are continually ’ ” 
cha tt i n g — almost like a honeymoon couple. It’s wonderful to - 
see,” he said. Mr. Maun also spoke on the telephone with Prime 
Minister John Major, who pronounced him “in very good heart.” 


UNHCR helps Iranians return from Iraq 


GENEVA (AP) —The office of the U.N. High Commissioner 

fnrr Pftfimni ^ T 7 MUf ' u \ » -- - «1 aa /\ t “ 


for Refuges (UNHCR) is to reptafriate more than 10,000 Iranian 
Kurds who fled to Iraq, some as long ago as 1979. A UNHCR 


Kurds who fled to Iraq, some as long ago as 1979. A UNHCR 
official, Ekber Menemendoglu,- said Friday that about 400 
refugees would leave Iraq’s A1 Tash refugee camp for reception' 
centres in Iran on Saturday. Tbe re maining volunteers would- 
follow over the next two months. He said it was foe firaT 


— - ™ «uu u was me msi 

large-scale repatriation of Iranian refuges organised by the United 
Nations and followed delicate negotiations with foe inmian and 

Trv— m —fci A - - -■ - 4AWIA r - - .. . ~ 


Iraqi governments. An estimated 30,000 Iranians of 
origin currently five in the A1 Tash camp and more than 10,000* 
have said they want to return to their homeland under foe 
UNHCR programme. Mr. Menemendoglu said a further 13,000 
had re turned independently from A1 Tash to Iran in recent' 
months. Some had been kilted en route by mines planted along 


the Iran-Iraq border during foe eight-year war between tire twa 
countries. The camp is situated to the west nf 


countries. The camp is 9 tnated to the west of B aghda d. It houses 
almost all foe Iranian Kurds who fled to Iraq following a failed' 
1979 upnsing against foe Tehran government and during the' 
Iran-Iraq conflict, when many Kurdish villages along the border 
were destroyed. The war ended in 1988. Mr. Menemradoglu said 
the ^°5 a ^ on8 aixmt ?* rep u d i ation effort had only just been' 
concluded because of difficulties in getting Baghdad and Tehran" 
to ^ree to crosshorder movements. He said tbe problem at 
fintfiM a safe passage through foe minefields had further' 
complicated the task. . ' 
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^ International conference on 
fertilise to be held in Jordan 

A Wtf iv rv ’ mm . v. i , 
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AMMAN (J/y— The Jordan 
Phosphate Mmes 'Company 
(JPMC) and the Arab Potash 
Company (APC) will organise 
an international conference on 
fertakera in October to discass 
means of developing the ferti- 
hser ' industry in the country 


" ~ - 0 '*‘ ■ inmBtry in die country 

v "*■ ‘-I’ the help of foreign exper- . 

’ ... . v 

~ ■ ' ’j: At least SO Indian uafagtriiK " 




>1^. 

s - . . < ■ 


to and experts nil] attend the 
five-day meeting, according to 
a statement by the JPMC. . 

JPMC Director . General 
Wasef Azarsaid that themeet- 
< ing, which is. held every two 
J^ars, aims to bolster coopera- 
' tionu between Jordanian a nd .* 

Indian experts to promote the 
development of the fertifiser 

indnstry through the utilisation 
of phosphate and potash mmes 
•in Jordan; 

The Indian experts wQl sub- 
mit a number of working pap- ‘ 
ers and will matat field trips to 
fertiliser plants as weU as the 
JPMC and -the AFC pfantsin 
southern Jordan, be said. ■ 
India is the largest market 
for Jordan’s potash and feitflis- 


• -r 




w ideatt* 


m 


era ' and industry sources here 
said that Jordan mid India are 
about conclude a final 
agreement to launch a project 
designed .toproduce phosphor- 
ic add in the Kingdom. ’ 

They said that die agree- 
ment entails setting up a plant 
near Shiffieh in Jordan to pro- 
duce -200,000 tonnes of phos- 
phoric add annually by the 
year 1995.. 

i The project is expected to 
offer employment to about 150 
stilled and non-skflled Jordan 
mans. Indnstry soorces say that 
there is a large market for phos- 
phoric add in many countries 
and Jordan was best placed to 
house plants to manufacture 

the arid m view of the edge the 
Kingdom enjoys, in terms, of 
freight to markets in die Far 
East .and the abundance of the 
raw material in the country. 

According to did JPMC 
statement, the meeting to open 
here on Oct 6 is to review. 15' 
Working papers to be submit- 
ted by Inman and Jordanian 



CHARITY AFFAIR — Her Majesty Queen Noor Thursday 
opened the second mum! bazaar of the Promise Welfare 
Society , heM at the Jordan Intoxontfaental HoteL Proceeds 
from the bazaar benefit die poor and needy in Jordan. The 
bazaar, mrindrs handmade items, embroidery, flowers, 
silverware, copperware, colour glass, clothes, bamboo and 
wooden items. Also a t te nding the bazaar were Her Royal 
Highness Princess Aha A1 Faisal, Princess G Iraida, a 
number of Arab and foreign ambassadors and a namber of 
invitees. Also Thursday, Queen Noor opened Urn Qais 
Resthome in the northern part of Jordan where a tourist 
village wffl be established at that archaeological site. She 
was received by Tourism Minister Abdul Karfon A1 Kabar- 
tti, who said that the cost of the resthome was JD 45,800. 


V-- 


History society awards King 
•and Crown Prince medals 


re be 


H-^AMMAN (Petri) — Mustafa 
; 'i^.'Abdnl Oder A1 Najjar, Secretary 
.'General of die Arab Historians' 
v'TJnion, Friday pumsed KBs Majes-' 

- -z : -ty King Hnssein’s. pan-Arab 

•- ^ j stands and bis leading idle in 
v reformulating Arab history. 

-U ; : ' In a statement he made to the 

- Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
prior to his departure to Bagh-. 
dad. Dr. Najjar said the AHLTS 

■ :cr general secretariat decided . to 

-- award King Hussein and . His 

, , ' Royal Highness Qown Prince 
: Sici!^ Hassan the Arab History’s Gol- 
den Medal in appreciation of 
. . ; . their distinguished role in shaping 


conte mp orary- Arab history. 

Dr. Najjar headed a delegation 
of Arab historians od a weeklong 
tour which took diem to Jordan, 
Mauritania and MbfOCCO. 

Ta|kmg about .dm outcome xif 
his tour, he said that he 
agreed with historians he saw 
daring his tout on holding three 
international conferences on 
Arab history. -The first will 'be 
held at Knalalampour Unive rs i ty 
in Tanzania in. cooperation with 
the Asian Historians Association. ■ 
It 'Will discuss, the. role of And» 
and m as ting in transferring Arab 
and Islamic culture to Sooth East- 


Asia. 

The second will be held at 
Aden Uoi veis i t y in Yemen next 
February to tiisenss Arab bait- 
age. 

The third win be held next year 
in Seville Spain. 

The conference wifi discuss the 
role of Arabs in transferring sci- 
ence to Europe. 

Dr. Najjar noted with appre- 
ciation Prince Hassan’s offer to 
print the latest issue of the Arab 
Historian magazine at Us own 
expense. Tbe Arab-HistorianUn- 
ion has 12,000 members. 


^Population conference calls on 
^government to initiate various 
^measures to address problems 


AMMAN (J.T.)' — A conference 
^5 k > i **r»si on population in Jordan and their 
basic needs between 1991 and 
. .. . - 2005 has ended with the partka- 

"... pants swung a set. of recon^. 
' ^V.; yeia ^pftin rx jiealth, W»- 

ter, food' and social services for.- 
_ the populaticm of Jordan in dtB. 
coming 15 years. 

Ifer Royal Highness Prinpess 
-" fcl T Basma, .who presided over the . 
^ meeting, voiced appreefation to 
’ ' tbe U.N. Population Fund and 

" T "^v other participants for their effects 
at the conference and expressed 
' hope that the recomroendations 

- would be put into practice to 

• - meet tbe Kingdom’s population 
•• ' needs: 

- *- Acconfing to the con fe rence’s 
■ statement, tbe partiapante called 

on concenied authorities to ^ve 
; - r iS mare 'atrentum to die education 


of children at the nurs e ry and 
kindergarten level and to offer 
teachers snffident incentives to 
cany out tUir duties. UMycaBed 
.for die development of secondary 
.school, community college and 
university education to meet local 
needs and urged u n iven atfe s to 
u pgrade scientific ff yu rh 

They also called mi Mfaustry of 
Education tor step , np efforts to 
reduce the iffiteracy rate in Jor- 
. dan to 8 per cent by the end of the 
present centnry, .down from. 19 
pfcr cent at present. 

Tbe participants want tbe gov- 
ernment to create incentives for 
the private, sector so that it can 
cany out projects in the rural 
regions to stem migration to 
urban areas and ci tie s, therefore 
hfttpmg alleviate die imempfoy- 
meat problem in the country. 


They also called on the govern- 
ment to offer soft loans and credit 
facilities to cooperative societies 
and residents of rural regions to 
initiate project*. 

In the water and food security 
field, the particip an ts called for 
immediate p ro g r amm es for the 
efficient use of water resources. 

They alro urged the govern- 
ment to establish a national water 
network stretching from the Sy- 
rian border. in the north to tbe 
Did Water Basin in die southeast 
part of the country and the re- 
cycling of treated water for indus- 
try ami agriculture. 

. The participants urged the gov- 
ernment to resort to modern 
technology to help desalinate sea 
Water -to obtain sufficient water 
for the southern regions. . 


'UNRWA commission holds meeting, 
^Jordanian official urges agency 
*to step up services to Palestinians 




'. .v- AMMAN (J.T.) — The advisory. 
. i: ommznssiob of the United Na- 
■ v tSons Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), which held its first 
. meeting ever m Amman Thors- 
:'day, is touring Palestinian re- 
. . ; t:; fagee camps' today to inspect 
' services to residents and to ex- 
_i amine vocational tramfi^ offer- 
^ 'ted to die trainees. 

" ; V - The 10-member commission 
meeting presided over by UN- 
RWA Commissioner General B- 
ter Turkmen has reviewed the 
’ ./.agency’s. 1992-93 budget and a 
; \' : s draft 'report winch die c omma-, 
■-rioner .plans to snbmit to the 
[United Nations General Assem- 
bly about UNRWA’s operations 
^ b«ween July 1990 and June 1991. 

" Addressing Thurscfey’s meet- 
--^.ing. Add. Irsbeki, tfirector of die 
^^ FOTeign Ministry’s Department 
-for Palestinian Afihms, qxAe in 
^ detail about the plight of the 
Palestinian refugees under Israeli 
; .*8e in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
IT ^ countries hosting refugees — Jbr- 
>->' dan, Syria, Lebanon- and Egypt 
i — Mr. Iraheid said that the tc^ 


fiigpe issue co n s titut es the crux of 
the Palestine question and die 
UNRWA ccmmnsaoner ought to 
jodude in his report .a -d^and 
from die world community to 
work towards the repatriation or 
compensation of these. refugees.. 
, Arab countries hosting the re- 
fugees, he. said, shoulder heavy 
financial burdens in caring for 
diem but the commissioner’s' 
draft report barely toadied on 
.ttisissue. 

In view ed, tbe very Serious 
e frcmnstroci m the Arab r^ion 
in tbe wake of tbc 'Gulf. criss, 
UNRWA ought to pre par e a 
budget that would take into con- 
sideratkm the real needs of die 


ftilesthrian refugees and submit 
the budget to the world commun- 
ity so that it can ensure sufficient 
assistance, Mr. Iisheid sad. 

Tbe time has cone for Mr. 
Turlpnen to ■ urge the U.N. 
General Assembly to implement 
its own earlier resolutions con- 
cerning the distribution of food- 
.rations to the refugees .and not to 
restrict such aid to the very needy 
alone, Mr. Iisheid said. / 

He added that the agency 
should alsO cut down on unneces- 
sary expenses and increase alloca- 
tions for services on schools ami 
education as well as health and . 
social services to the refugees. . 


- j 


Jordan, Cyprus Exchange documents 

NICOSIA (Petra) — Jordan and Cyprus Thursday exchanged 
documents of ratification of tbe Cultural and Scientific Coopera- 
tion Agreement concl u ded between both countries. Exchanging 
the documents foe the Jordanian government was its amlpssador 
to Cyprus, Samir Khalifa, while it was exchanged for the Cypriot 
.side by the Foreign Minis try’s - Cultural Department director. 
Under the agreement, bdffi 'Countries will exchange visits by 
officials arid cooperate on arfngntinnal radio and television 
programmes. 



Barium Khrdsat 

Journalism 
symposium to 
review press 
role in war 

■By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe Jordan Press 
Association (JPA), in coopera- 


tion with the International 
Organisation of Journalists 
(IQJ), will open a three-day 
sympoaum at die Amman Pla- 
za Hotel' Saturday under the 
patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

A total of 40 prominent 
journalists representing 25 
press organisations from 
around tbe world; together 
with Jordanian journalists, are 
taking part in the symposium 
entitled “Press Coverage in 
Wartime,” acconfing to JPA 
President Hashem Khrd&at. 

The symposium will focus 
attention on two important ele- 
ments: objectivity and the role 
of journalists, said Mr. 
Kbreisai at a press conference 
held Thursday. 

He said many working pap- 
ers will be reviewed during the 
coming symposium, providing 
information about news cover- 
age during aimed conflicts, dif- 
ficulties encountered by ‘jour- 
nalists in the course of such 
coverage, dangerous situations 
such as imprisonment, injuries 
and repression journalists face 
while conducting their work 
along with censorship of the 
news reports. 

IOJ Secretary General 
Girard Gatmo, who is taking 
part in the symposium, told the 
press conference that his orga- 
nisation has an essential duty 
to take care of joumafists pro- 
fessionally and .socially. Tie 
journalistic profession- is a 
grave responsibility and the 
IQJ has a special duty in this 
regard, he said. 

A total of 260,000 journalists 
belonging to 196 unions in 93 
countries around the wold- are 
IQJ members and they are aO 
concerned with tbe question of 
news coverage, especially dur- 
ing wartime, Mr. Gatino said. 

Journalists are doing a great 
job in today’s modem cover- 
age for radio, television or the 
press and* tbe IOJ feels it is its 
duty to arrange for measures 
that would ensure protection 
for journalists under any cir- 
cumstances, Mr. Gatino 
added. 
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Iraqi artists to be featured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A plastic art 
exhibition by Iraqi artists' 
Mohammad Hussein JadS and 
Sahib Ai Yariri will be opened 
next Saturday at Atia Art Gallery 
by Culture and Information 
Minister Khtfd Al KarakL 
Mr. Jodi, bom in K&fa in 1939, 
is a* specialist in copper plate 
designs. He received a degree in 
arts from the Higher Academy of 
Arts in Budapest and was a 
at the Traditional Hand , 
icrafts and Industries Institute in 
Ba ghdad 


ffis partner in the exhibition, 
Mr. Yasiri, graduated from the 
Ceramics Department of tbe 
"Baghdad Fine Arts Institute in 
1977, and was then appointed 
chariman of the Iraqi Ceramics 
Socehy for a five-year term. 

. He depicts the past and the 
present combined in a modem 
style. One can find a reference in 
his works to Iraqi traditions. 

The exhibition win last for ten 
days and wfll be open to die 
public bet w eeu 10 a.m. till 7 p.m. 


Jordan, Libya reach agreement 
on cooperation in health fields 


By a Jordan times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and Libya 
* will sign urinates of delibera- 
tions today over bilateral coop- 
eration in health fields follow- 
ing two days of meetings be- 
tween official delegations from 
the two countries. 

■ Libya's side to the talks was 
led fry visiting Munster of 
Health Bader Zeidan 

and the Jor danian side was led 
by Health Minister Mamdouh 
Al Abbadi. Both ministers 
were received by Prime Minis- 
ter Taber Masri, who was 
briefed on the initial agree- 
ments reached in the talks de- 
signed to promote cooperation 
in health fields and in the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

The subject of integration 
between Libya and Jordan in 
health rectors, foe exchange of 
visits by health experts and 
workers, Libya's institutions 
benefiting from Jordanian ex- 
pertise and providing them 
with -Jordanian doctors and 
technicians were discussed at 
the meeting, according to an 
official stateme n t by -the Jor- 
dan News Ageucy, Petra. 

The agency said that the two 
rides reviewed an earlier, pro- 
tocol which provided for 
Jordanian doctors to work in 
Libya and to provide Jorda- 
nian expertise for Libyan 
health institutions. 

The .question of providing 
Jordanian medicines and 
medical equipment, Libya’s 
benefiting from Jordan’s facili- 
ties in medicine, control and 



Jordanian and Libyan H Wmh hold on 
cooperation in health and pharmaceutical Adds. 


Tbe two sides wfll today sign an agreement on 
cooperation in these fields (Petra photo) 


training of personnel and tbe 
question of registration of < 
medicines and their distribu- 
tion in Libya and Jordan were 
also discussed at the meeting. 

■The Libyan side voiced wil- 
lingness to enlist the services of 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) to cany out mainte- • 
nance and repair work to 
health, medical and ' elec- 
tromechanical equipment and 
to train Libyan techniciaiis, 
according to the statement. 


The two sides, it said, discus- 
sed means of cooperation in 
spreading health education and 
in adopting unified curricula in 
the teaching of medicine in 
either country. 

The two rides agreed to set 
up a joint technical committee 
to take charge of following up 
the implementation of the 
agreements. 

Following the meeting. Dr. 
Abbadi described the talks as 
positive, constructive and 


frank. He said that tbe employ- 
ment of Jordanian doctors in 
Libya figured prominently in 
the talks. Dr. Zeidan said that 
the talks were fruitful and con- 
structive. 

The two rides agreed that 
Jordanian doctors be given 
priority over o there in employ- 
ment in Libyan hospitals and 
health centres. He said prefer- 
ence will also be given to 
Jordanian pharmaceutical in- 
dustries in Libyan markets. 


American war veterans end protest at U.S. embassy 


By Nor Sad 

Special to tbe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Eight American 
war veterans campaigning 
against the policy of the JSush 
'Administration in die Middle 
East Friday ended a 48-hour, 
sit-in in front of the American 
embassy demanding an end to 
the sanctions imposed against 
Iraq.- 

Holding banners which read 
“Children Dying, Hear Them 
Crying. Stop Sanctions.” 

The veterans said they 
hoped to send a symbolic tries- • 
sage to the U.S.. government 
‘thro ugh the American embas- 
sy. 

“We would like to see the 
U.S. government permit tbe 
entry erf medicine to Iraq,” 
said Phil Roettinger, a retired 
colonel who quit the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 
protest against American 
covert activities in Latin Amer- 
ica. 

Mr. Roettinger, 75, who is 
also a World War n veteran, 
said that the group was getting 
“zero, no response” from the 
embassy.- Two low-level offi- 
cials from the mission met with 
representatives of the group 
who entered the embassy, bat, 
according to -Mr. Roettinger, 
“it was tbe same old line. 
(Iraqi President) Saddam Hus- 
sein is responsible for these 
children dying, not foe United 
States and Saddam could stop 
it at any time by just stepping 
down.” 

At a time when demonstra- 
tions and protests related to 
the Guff crisis have all but <fied 
down in Jordan, the American 
veterans' vigO in front of tbe 
U.S. embassy caught many 
passers-by by surprise. . 

Dozens of people were seen 
stopping by to chat with the 
group and to express solidarity 
and appreciation for its efforts. 

The group, calling itself the 
1991 Veteran’s Delegation to 
the Middle East, is not affili- 
ated with any political party or 
ideology, said Brian Wilson, 
an ex-captain in the U.S. Army 
who fought in Vietnam. 

“We are ashamed of foe 
policy of our government,” 
Mr. Wilson said. 

The group is currently in 
Jordan after a visit to the 


Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in a bid to 
“know more about the Palesti- 
nian question, the history of 
the Palestrinaa-Israeli conflict 
and tire role Jordan has played 
throughout these years. 

“We are not happy repre- 
senting any organisation,” said 
Mr. Wilson. “We want to get 
more aquainted with issues 
pertaining to the Middle East 
region so we can go back to the 
United States and be better 
stragglers for peace there.” 

_ Mr. Wilson has been a long- 
time peace activist - and lost 
both r his -legs when a U.S. 
munitions tram ran over them 
when he was protesting against 
Washington’s policies in Cen- 
tral America. 

The group spent 10 days in 
die West Bank, Gaza Ship, the 
Golan Heights and East Jeru- 
salem and was shocked to 
“observe foe systematic. In- 
comprehensive brutality car- 
ried out by the Israeli oocupar 
don,” Mr. Wilson said. 

“Almost at every level the 
Israeli occupation mentality 
was evident — from routine 
barrassment on the streets to 
long imprisonment and admi- 
nistrative detention, beatings 
and attitudes as masts if not 
more than our experience in 
the U.S. against blacks,” he 
said. 

Tbe veterans hope to put 
together a collection of photo- 
- graphs of what they saw in die 
occupied territories and com- 
pile a video of their experience 
to be distributed to the Amer- 
ican public. 

“We want to express our 
concern, anguish, outrage and 
love for the people of tbe 
Middle East bai± in the U.S.“ 
Mr. Wilson said, “hi this way, 
we hope we will penetrate foe 
consciousness of Americans.” 

For people to simplify their 
lives apd commit themselves to 
waging unconditional peace 
through non-violent pursuit of 
justice, there must be a strong 
belief that the public can make 
a change, he said. 

“We have to believe we can 
win. All of ik have bad nufitary 
experience,*' added Mr. Roet- 
tinger. “We realised that tins is 
not the way to live. If we are 
going to have human bongs 
with a conscience of right and 


wrong, (wars) have to stop and 
we have to convince people 
that they should not become 
inflamed by presidents or con- 
gress or what happens to be 
support for foe killmg of peo- 
ple.” 

Mr. Roettinger spoke of his 
experience in World War II, in 
the Solomon Islands and in foe 
north of Australia and re- 
counted how he left when be 
saw a picture of a small girl and 
a baby in the pocket of. a 
Japanese soldier killed in ac- 
tion. 

“Even today I feel so emo- 
tional about it,” He said, 
adding that it was foe -turning 
point for him . 

As with Mr. Roettinger, 
each member of the group has 
their own story to tell about 
what increased their resolve to 
continue risking their lives for 
the sake of a peaceful world. 

Mr. Wilson remembers how 
be fought in Vietnam as an Air 
Force lieutenant in charge of 
protecting airplanes which 
were bombing villages. 

“When I saw what the 
bombs were doing to the Viet- 
namese people, I was shocked 
and had to oppose the bomb- 
ing,” he said 

Being an officer, to oppose 
bombing while guarding foe 
planes would have been consi- 
dered as treason, and so “I 
simply stated to my superiors 
that what we were doing 
violated all international stan- 
dards of decency and interna- 
tional law as weU as the Hague 
and Geneva conventions.” 

Ever since then, Mr. Wilson 
has been speaking out against 
war and U.S. policy. 

Mr. Wilson also recalled 
how be lost his legs in a protest 
against American aims sup- 
plies to the government in EL 
Salvador and the Contra rebels 
in Nicaragua. 

A group of activists decided 
to block a train carrying 
ammunition from California to 
- be shipped to Latin America, 
•' Mr. Wilson said. 

“We had given them 10 days 
notice (that a group of us 
would be protesting non- 
violentiy) and again we told 
them on the same day tbe train- 
left that we were beginning our 
blockade,'’ he said. 

The train, be continued, has 


a speed limit of five miles an 
hour at that particular loca- 
tion. It has two spotters to 
make sure the tracks are dear 
because tbe train was carrying 
highly explosive munition. 
“When the blocked foe rail- 
road at noon (the tune tbe 
train departed), it was a bright, 
sunny cfay. The train had plen- 
ty of viability and we knew we 
would be arrested and taken to 
prison.” 

“Instead,” he said, his 
speed) slower as he remem- 
bered, ”... foe train acceler- 
ated to what the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
later said was 17 miles an hour 
and ran into us- 1 went under 
foe train and it took both my 
legs and a piece of my skull was 
pushed it into my brain. I am 
actually missing part of my 
right frontal lobe. I have a 
plastic skoO and artificial legs.” 

“Since then, I have actively 
worked for developing the 
world solidarity for order 
based on world justice. The 
train incident deepened my re- 
solve to promote unconditional 
peace through non-violence 
and take risks that are neces- 
sary to promote change,” Mr. 
Wilson said. 

Another member of the 
group’s John Sdmcfaardt, who 
made headlines daring the 
Gulf war when he shouted at 
President George Bush at a 
church in protest against the 
American military involve- 
ment in foe Middle East. 

Mr. Scfauchardt, a former 
captain in tbe U.S. Army and 
now an activist against the 
American arms build-up, was 
prosecuted and jailed for a few 
days. 

Other members in tbe group 
are Mark Birrnbaum, a former 
U.S. army intelligence 
sergeant in Vietnam, Rick 
Droz, a former U.S. Marine 
Corps member, William 
Kelsey, former ensign with tbe 
U.S. Navy, Lawrence Egbet, a 
former Lt. commander with 
foe U.S. Navy and Ellen Bar- 
field, a former sergeant with 
the U.S. Army. 

The veterans are awaiting 
Iraqi visas to visit the war-tom 
country and to see for them- 
selves the actual state of affairs 
there in the aftermath of the 
war. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen opens centres 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor wfll open three 
social development centres Saturday in Maan Govemorate. Tbe 
centres were set up by foe General Union of Voluntary Societies 
in tiie go ve morate in cooper a tion with the Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank. These centres axe Maan Especial Education Centre, 
al Qaa Social Development Centre and Al Ikhaa Society for 
Social Development. 

Olympic soccer team returns 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Olympic soccer team 
returned to Amman from Bahrain Friday after faking part in the 
quafifying mateh^? of Group C in Asia, which grouped besides 
Jordan the Olympic teams of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Sri 
i-«nira Bahra in qualified fen 1 tbe finals of Aria after topping the 
group’s standings with 4 points, followed by Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan which also had four points in the final standings. The__ 
Bahraini team had the score difference in its advantage since only 
one team was to qualify in the group. Tbe Jordanian team played 


three matches, won two of them and lost one. It defeated the 
Saudi team 2-1 and foe Sri Lankan 7-0 but lost to B ahrain 04. 
Jordan’s captain, Hisham Abdul Mnu’em, won the trophy for the 
highest scorn' in the tournament after scoring four goals, three 
against Sri fanfa and one a gainst Saudi Arabia. 

Official receives Libyan delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Ministry Secretary General Saleh 
Khasawneh Thursday received a Libyan industrial delegation 
currently on a visit to Jordan for talks with Jordanian industrialists 
on means of promoting and e nhancing industrial relations. Dr. 
Khasawneh discussed with the delegation Libya’s requirements of 
Jordanian labour force and voiced tbe mmistry’s readiness to 
provide help in according with Libya’s needs. He noted that the 
ministry will be ready to provide assistance, once Libya wfantifi#^ 
its labour force needs, specifies the required qualifications, years 
of experience and terms of employment. He added that a Libyan 
technical committee wfll soon be visiting Jordan to meet with 
Jordanians wishing to work in Libya. 
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First things first 


THE PROPOSAL of Canada to postpone the conven- 
ing of a regional conference on water resources tfll 
there is a breakthrough in the projected Arab-Israeli 
peace talks sounds reasonable and appropriate. It 
would be infinitely more productive to hold such a 
regional meeting on the issue of water on the founda- 
tion of peace and stability rather than on the current 
basis of animosity and hostility. The suggested new 
timing for discussing water-related issues would cor- 
respond well with BSs Royal Hlghnws Crown Prince 
Hassan’s idea to hold a Helsinki-type -conference on 
security and cooperation for the countries of the 
Middle East as soon as the impending peace parley 
between Israel and the concerned Arab parties mater- 
ialises. This way the issue of Israeli participation 
would cease to be a problem or a stumbling block in 
the face of getting the countries of the area together for 
this purpose. Besides any such important regional 
subjects and concerns would remain devoid of proper 
bearing without the overall framework of peace in the 
area. 

At the same time, it is useful nonetheless to indicate 
as of now, as is the case with the proposal to hold a 
Helsinki-type conference on energy, disarmament and 
debt matters in the Middle East that such idea be in the 
pipeline in order to serve an advanced notice on all the 
parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict that the sky is the 
limit as to what peace bring to the peoples of this 
region. 

What ’'““■Tins to be done, however, is to begin the 
ground at an early date for holding the water 
regional forum on the highest level possible by 
identifying the issues and examining alternative re- 
sponses to them. The water resources problems are 
complex and involve both technical and policy deci- 
sions recommendations of the highest order. In-depth 
studies need to be undertaken as early as possible oh 
the technological and environmental implications of 
possible solutions that may emerge from any. delibera- 
tions cm this subject. Turkey’s grand scheme of piping 
water from its territory all the way down to the Gulf 
region is promising though ambitious since the imple- 
mentation of such a long-term project would require 
great investment in financial, technical and political 
terms. Perhaps a technical conference can be held on 
the eve of the proposed high-level political conference 
on the same subject in order to put the debate on.it on 
the right coarse and without false illusions about what 
can and what cannot be achieved. 

Yet first of all, the peoples and governments of the 
Middle East need to know now what may lie ahead and 
appreciate the benefits that would necessarily ensue 
from attaining a just and durable peace based on 
international legitimacy and law. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily expressed fear that the United States is 
planning to stage a fresh aggression against Iraq as the Arab states 
are preoccupied with the peace process in the Middle East. 
Should an Amerdan aggression occur, it would be an act erf 
terrorism designed to subdue the Arabs before the peace 
conference gets off the ground and would bring about further 
frustrations about America’s policies in the area, the paper 
pointed out. It is indeed strange to hear now threats being, 
directed against Iraq at a time when Baghdad is manifesting all 
cooperation with the U.N. inspection teams, said the paper. The 
Americans are raising an unjustifiable uproar over Iraq’s doc- 
ments that contain plans for its past activities and are taking steps 
leading to a new aggression against the Iraqi people in total vilatkn 
of international rules, the paper continued. It said that the United 
States should direct its attention on Israel instead because it 
realises too well that the Jewish state possesses a vast arsenal of 
mass destruction weapons that endanger world peace and 
security. The paper called on the Security Council to instruct its 
inspection teams to stop their provocation of the Iraqi govern- 
ment so as to avert further trouble in this unstable region. 


A guest columnist in A1 Ra*l daily said foreign countries are 
indirectly stealing Arab funds and skilled Arab workers through 
the immigration process which has been escalated lately in Jordan 
and other Arab countries. Those, who emigrate to other countries 
bold capital or skills, both of which are desperately needed in the 
Arab region to help promote development, said Mazes HftazL 
The writer said that slowly and gradually the Arab World, 
including Jordan, will be left with only the old, the sick and 
penniless and uproductive citizens. The writer^ said that foreign 
countries accepting emigrants are demanding large sums of 
money, reaching up to $500,000 for visas. He said that even those 
with such vast suns of money are leaving the Arab World simply 
became they are frustrated with the systems. I do not demand 
that such migration stop but that equal opportunities and justice 
prevail and that new systems and new regulations aimed at 
attaining democracy be enacted so that people keep their money 
and their skills for the benefit of tbeir.own country, die writer 
added. He said that unless speedy action is taken in this regard, 
the Arab . World is bound to see a depletion of human and 
material wealth. 





By Patrick Buchanan 


SUNDAY, the president of the 
United States was called a -bar, a 
demagogue and an anti-Semite by 
a memb er of the Israeli cabinet, 
Morris Amitay, a leader of the 
Israeli lobby in Washington, 
hinted that Mr. Bush may be 
Summoning forth the demons of 
"anti-Semitism.’’ 

The president’s offence: He 
asked Congress, in the interest of 
peace, to delay, for four months, 
$10 billion in loan guarantees for 
Israel. 


States, which is to start running a 
$400 UDion deficit in October, or 
for Israel, one of the most heavily 
indebted nations per capita on 
earth. Standard and Poor’s rating 
of Israel's unsecured debt is Tri- 
ple B Minus, the market’ s way of 
saying the Israelis are over their 
bead, and U.S. guarantors are 
moving into junk bond - territory.’ 


When feeling run so deep as to 
call forth such vituperation of a 
president who rushed Patriot mis- 
sies to Td Aviv, sent $4 bflhoo in 
aid this year, and destroyed 
Israel’s mortal enemy, it is time 
for an airing of grievances. For 
tins marriage is in deep trouble. 
First, it is propaganda to call 

that $io hiitirm “h umanitarian 

aid,” which summons up a vision 
of food, blankets and jnedidne. 
The money is for roads, booses, 
utilities, i.e. infrastructure half- 
way around the world when our 
own infrastructure is crumbling. 

Second, these guarantees make 
no economic sense for the United 


That " $10 bUhoa for 1 miffiou 
Jewish immigrants factors out to. 
$40,000 for every family of four 
arriving in Israel, more than we 
provide our own immigrants. 

How can Israel ever repay? In- 
deed, the probability is high that 
we Americans wiD have to make 
good that enormous sum, 'plus 
fees and c ompoun d interest over ’ 
30 years. 

Nevertheless, says Prime 
hfinister Yitzhak Shamir, "you 1 
Americans are obliged, from a 
moral point of view, to give Israel 
this aid." 

Whence comes this moral 
obligation? 

We acquired it, we are told, 
when we pressed Leonid Brezh- 
nev to permit higher emigration 
of Soviet Jews. But Jacksoo- 


Vamk of a gene ra tion ago was 
passed at t$e behest of brad 
herself.' Is it not ludicrous "to 
argue that those who pressed for 
release of Soviet. Jews from the 
Evfl. 

Empire of 1973 thereby incur* 
red a moral obligation to build 
condos for any who wish to de- 
part Boris Yeltsin’s Russia in 
1991?. 


“Poor Jewish refugees are 
bang held hostage to George 
Bush’s pique over settlements!" 
is how the case is being framed. 
But, c ompare the working-arid 
middle-class Jews flying in to Tel 
Aviv, with the pathetic people of 
the West Bank and Gaza whose 
dreams are dying. . 

In 44 months of the intifada, 
10,000 Palestinian teen-agers and 
children have been shot and 
wounded, hundreds killed. 
Scores of homes have been dyna- 
mited and thousands imprisoned 
without trial. 

In last year’s massacre on the 
premises of the Haram AJ Sharif, 
19 unarmed Palestinians were 
slau g h t ered, 140 wounded. Had 
the mem firing die guns been 


Arabs,, and the victims Jews, 
would we all have stayed so a* 

, Does no one recall the danse m 
foe Balfour Declaration where 
Britain promised a homeland for 
Jews in Palestine, “it being dear- 
ly understood that nothing shall 
be done which may prejudice rivfl 
and religious rights of existing 
non-Jewish communities io Pales- 
tine"? 

Does anyone recall that the 
1947 U.N. Partition Han allowed 
for a Palestinian and a Jewish 
state? After the Irgun massacre at 
Deir Yassin in April 1948, 600,000 
terrified Arabs fled the Jewish 
sector, never to return. With foe 
Arab-Israeli war in 1967, another 

200.000 fled into Jordan, only 

14.000 to return. Some 1.7 mil- 
bon Palestinians now live on 22 
per emit of Palestine. Now, half 
of the West Bank — and a third 
of its water — has been confis- 
cated by Housing Minister Arid 
Sharon, and Israel has made it a 
crime to sell or lease land to a 
Palestinian. 

Is this what we had m mmd? . 

“For 200 yeais,” writes Dr. 
Israel Shahak, survivor Bergen- 


Belsen, chairman of the Israeli 
I ypif. of Human and Ctvfl 
Rights," Jews have been de m a n - 
ding equality in every country in 
which they happened to live, with 
the notable exception of Israel. 
Israel has always based its Mat 
turns on die denial of equality to 
non-Jews." 

This is what stands behind the 
public anger of . Mr. Bush. . 

Israel’s settlements policy is 
not only illegal and unjust; it is 
fofly. ■ 

While a homeland for the 
Palestinians is no guarantee of 
enduring peace, killing that 
dream is a guarantee of perma- 
nent war: “Shamir has been 
trying to create facts on the West 
. Bank that would make a land-for- 
peace exchange impossible^” says 
efotar Michael Lerner of Tikkun. 
“Now he is demanding that the 
United States giro him foe money 
to subvert American policy. 
What kind of chutzpah is that?" 

Why is it anti-Israel for Mr. 
Bush to reach die same conclu- 
sion as nearly half the Israeli 
people? Any peace that leaves 
nriffions of Palestinians locked up 
in aBantustan on foe West Bank 



Democrats send mixed signals 


By Jll Lawrence 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Four men on 
the fist of possible Democratic 
presi d en t ial candidates are send- 
ing out differing signals on 
whether they will run for foe 
nation’s highest office. 

Dave McCurdy is stepping 
back. Jesse Jackson is hopping 
from state to state. Tom LanghKn 
is having a hard tiny- gett ing 
recognised, even, by his party 
c ha ir man . And Bob Kerrey just 
named he campaign m a m w er , 

Mr. McCurdy, an Oklahoma 
congressman who got a dis- 
appointing reception at last 
weekend's Democratic National 
Committee meeting in Los 
Angeles, is backing off the 
national stage-at least for now. 

Mr. McCurdy started testing 
die waters for a presidential bid 
earlier this month and . made 
several campaign-style appear- 
ances last week, but now he’s 
sticking dose to Capitol Hill. 

Mr. McCurdy, who chairs the 
House Intelligence Committee, 
made appearances last week in 
the districts of several House 
members who had urged him to 
leek the Democratic nomination. 

Mr. Jackson, a past Democra- 


tic candidate, is tantalising ins 
fans with a frenetic cross-conntiy 
schedule only a presidential 
candidate could love. 

Mr. Jackson, who is trying , to 
decide whether to ran for presi- 
dent or host a talk show on the all 
news television network CNN, 
had a frill schedule of events in 
Los Angeles last weekend. 

He spent Sunday in San Fran- 
cisco and Monday in Iffinois and 
Ohio. On Tuesday, Mr. Jackson 
was in Maryland. 

A series of education events in 
Virginia were on Mr. Jackson’s 
schedule for Wednesday, fol- 
lowed by a hop into Pennsyiva- 
ma. 

“Weare in a phase in which we 
are giving running our most se- 
rious consideration while at the 
same time doing substantive work 
developing our issues,” Mr. Jack- 
son said. 

Mr. Laughlin, the actor who 
played foe angry outsider BiDy 
Jack in a string of moves in the 
1970s, may be just about past the 


The Week In Print 


Palestinian decision: A historical one 


Local newspapers’ editorials 
and columnists gave prominen- 
ce to the ongoing Palestine 
National Council (PNC) meet- 
ings in Algeria, the Middle 
East peace process, American 
threats to Iraq and domestic 
issues. 


AH indications point to the 
fact that the PNC meeting 
would voice acceptance of the 
U.S. peace plan which means 
that the Palestinian leadership 
had received assurances that 
prompted it to be . inclined to 
take such step, said A1 Ra*i 
Arabic daily. 

The Palestinian people's 
choice in this issue is of para- 
mount importance because the 
Palestine problem lies at the 
heart of foe Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, tiie paper said. 

Sawt AJ Shaab daily said 
that the Palestinian people’s 
acceptance of the U.S. peace 
plan removes a major obstacle 
m the path of convening a 
peace conference. The paper 
said that Palestine President 
Yasser Arafat has given furth- 
er impetus to the U.S. plan by 
openly d e d arin g its endorse- 
ment with the hope that the 
Bosh administration would 
force foe Israelis to respect the 
international legitimacy. Mr. 
Arafat is now placing foe work! 
community face to face with its 
serious responsibility towards 
peace and security, the paper 
said. 

A columnist in Sawt A1 
Shaab criticised the divisions 
within foe Palestine National 
Council members and called 
tm all members to reach a 
quid: stand vis-a-vis the peace 
process. It is a healthy sign to 
show differences of opinion 
among the various factions, 
but it is a must that the PNC 
reach a final vote on the peace 
process, said Salameh Ekour. 

Mohammad Khanoub, who 
writes for AI Ra*i daily, said 
that the session in Algieis is 
the most critical in the life of 
the Palestinian leadership be- 
cause it will decide on the 
future of the Palestinian peo- 
ple in their homeland in a 


manner that will affect genera-* 
tiona to come. 

The writer said that the FLO 
leadership is facing a dilemma; 
if it says yes, it would be 
succumbing to Washington’s 
will; if it says no, it would be 
like selling out all the previous 
straggle for liberation of all of 
Palestine. 

Mousa Al Abdullah, who 
writes for Al Dustour, sounded 
more pessimistic whim be sad 
that by accepting the UJ. 
peace plan the PLO leadership 
risks to be eradicated simply 
because accepting Israel's 
terms for autonomy rale means 
accepting a situation whereby 
only municipal, communica- 
tioos and health services wiD 
be offered to the Arabs in the 
occupied regions and not total 
independence or sovereignty 
over the land. 

The writer said that the 
Palestine National Council 
should abort the JJ.S. peace 
plan and seek a more honou- 
able solution that can bring 
about genuine peace. 

Taher Al Udwan, who 
writes for Al Dustour, advised 
the PNC to study U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker’s 
warnings to the Palestinians 
seriously. The peace chance 
presenting itself now could not 
be repeated for a long time to 
come, he said. 

Mohammad Kawash, who 
writes for Al Dustour, said that 
George Habasb, leader of foe 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, is supported 
in h» views by a great number 
of Palestinians, tat bis {dan is 
not feasible under the present 
circumstances. 

The writer said that in view 
of the change* world-wide the 
Palestinians should give some 
thought to politics rather than 
the aimed struggle ami should 
realise that once the Arab 
countries have agreed to the 
U.S. plan foe Palestinians 
would be left out in die dark. 


Palestine issue and the Arab- 
IsraeH conflict, the Israeli gov- 
ernment is racing against tune 
to bring in more Jewish settlers 
, and build sett l ements on Arab 
land. 

The paper said that such 
practice and such defiance can 
. only mean that the Israelis are 
not interested in die U.S. 
peace plan and not willing to 
give up Arab land in exchange 
for peace. The .world commun- 
ity is called on to step. in and 
freeze the settlements if the 
peace process is to be a given 
chance for success, he said. 

Mustafa Abu Libdeh, who 
writes for Sawt , Al Shaab, 
stressed that Brad’s intransi- 
gence is viewed in Washington 
as foe real problem feeing the 
Middle East peace process. 


Turning' to the situation in 
Iraq, Manes Al Razzaz said 
that foe world community 
should interfere and put an end 
to America’s threats against 
Iraq which has been fully 
cooperating until the UJ4. in- 
spection teams. At the same 
time, he said, the world com- 
munity should abort President 
Bush’s quest to repel a General 
Assembly resolution equating 
Zionism with racism because it 
can only be interpreted as a 
reward to the aggressors who 
continue to hold cm to - Arab 
land. 


Turning to foe Palestine 
issue Al Dustour daily said that 
as tiie world community » 
moving towards settling the 


The writer said that foe 
Israeli government had been 
hoping that the U.S. adminis- 
tration would not stand firm 
enough in the face of Israel's 
settlements policy, but it was 
.disillusioned. At the same 
time, he said; the U.S. Trade 
Department has just 
announced that the United 
States is facing a trade-balance 
deficit of. $5.7 billkm and can 
not go deeper under foe red 
line by offering loan guaran- 
tees to Israel, a move which 
brought another severe blow to 
the Jewish state. 

After Mr. Baker’s' seventh 
tour of the region, Israeli De- 
fence Minister Mosbe Arens 
announced that the Americans 
were misleading the Arabs by 
saying that Washington would 
implemem Security Council re- 
sotetions once they attended 
the peace conference, said 
Mohammad Kawash who 
writes in Al Dustour. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Arens does not want the Arabs 
to accept foe U.S. peace plan 
so that Israel would not be the 
only party rejecting them. He 
said that Mr. Arens waited so 
long before making -this 
announcement because 
now he realised that tiie 
administration is serious vbout 
its ptaa. 


Salameh Ekour said that the 
United States can not launch a 
new aggression against Iraq 
not because it lacks the power 
to do so. bat because it can not 
convince the world public 
opinion of the wisdom behind 
the move. 

The writer said that unlike at 
the time of the Gulf crisis, the 
Arab states would not support 
a new aggression now that 
Kuwait is no more under Iraqi 
occupation. 


Several columnists tackle the 
agricultural situation in the 
Kingdom in tiie wake of recent 
measures by the government to 
reduce the amount of water for 
irrigation. 

Fabed Al Fanek said agricul- 
ture once served as the back- 
bone of the country’s national 
economy but unfortunately it 
has been receding due to faulty 
policies. 

The writer said that con- 
structioii o p e ra tions and the 
water shortages have caused 
foe arable and productive 
hmk to shrink altho ugh origi- 
nally they formed no- more 
than eight per cent of the total 
area of Jordan. 

Another columnist in Al 
Ra’i supported Fandc’s idea 
and said that tiie expansion of 
dties and the random construc- 
tion operations have caused 
the fragmentation of the agri- 
cultural lancfe. He demanded 
that the gov e r nm ent put an 
end to this process- in order to 
protect the productive land. . 


LETTERS 


Drop by drop we save a lot 


To the Editor: 


One way of contributing to the immediate alleviation of the water 
problem is for the whole population of the co un tr y to manage 
their water cons ump tion in a much more economical and efficient 


way 


The media — radio, television, the press — all can play a most 
'effective role Jn enhancing people’s awareness in this respect, 

. reminding them daily aboat the ngfat and wrong ways of using tins 
precious an d lim ited resource. 

The UNICEF-sponsored vaccination films shown at regular 
intervals on Jordan Television are a successful example of how 
effective media campaign — whether healths, environmental, or 
social — can be. f 

What we need now is a “help save water cam paign ” Television 
‘ could produce spots depicting scenes of every day fife.- For 
example, most people probably leave theft water taps running 
while brushing their teeth. The alternative to this wasteful 
method, letting the equivalent of a pp roxim ately 10 to 15 cups of 
water literally “go down the drain” would be to fifi one cup of 
water and dose toe tap. Or consider the usual method of washing 
ooe's car. Again, instead of letting water down foe street, it 
should be pointed out that one bucket of water could akn do tiie. 
job. 

Another example would be to introduce tiie idea of sewage 
treatment plants of private housing, thus recycling water, numg ft 
for non-drinking purposes such as watering gardens etc. 

These are only a few examples. 

J^With a sudden increase in population, tiie issue of using water 
efficiently has become even more important. In this respect the 
meefia can play a very powerful role. 


Nadia Abdidhafo-Sukhtian, 
P.O. Box 1027, 


A question of ear 


To foe Editor: 


Under the tide “Music and Pofitics” a letter by Dr. Efteem Azar thrft 
appeared m the Jordan Times on Sept. 12. It seems that Dr. Azar is 
not familiar with the rapport for fine arts and music always granted in 
Iraq by the state and by the Baath Party. Otherwise be could not 
bare been so surprised to find a first class ensemble. 

^ It ? eg ? s 85 wcfl T>t - Axar «* g«lty himself of what be 
foe foreign community ip Jordan: politicising music and ails. As 
ataost everyone m Amman should know, there are several reasons 
for sometimes unsatisfying attendance of classical concerts: it is 
e«th« too early or too late in foe season or there are conflicting 
cultural events or social receptions. To condnde quickly that foe 
duapponmng attendance of foe Baghdad Chamber-Ensemble by foe 
foreign community **due to a negative political attitude towards Iraq 

^ ^ letter “that woSd 

oartamty be betterfomsome of foe third rate Western musicians 
dmriped on us m the Third World ...” is disqualifying the aufooinof 


Rodolf Kirsch, 

Amman. 


TheJfanfan Tunes welcomes letters and cootribatioas from its 
an my subjec t toy msb to 

5 fiU/ name and 


My oaoo 
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means eternal enmity and endless 
war. As for foe “transfer? option 
ntifitant allies of Mr. Sharon and 
Mr. Shamir speak of — pushing 
foe Arabs off the West JMnk into 
Jordan — that would constitute 
the same kind of crime as has 
been done to Jews down through 
the centimes. 


***** 


& 




Having chosen not to make 
Arabs fell' citizens, Israel is left 
three choices: expulsion, which is 
unjust and immoral; absorption, 
which is impossible given the' 
Moody 44-month uprising; and 
letting the Palestinians have theft 
own tiny and d emi l i t ari s e d state. 
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- In going public, rattier dun 
engaging the Israeti lobby on its 
p re fe rred turf, the backrooms, 
and corridors of Congress, Mr. 
Bush did the right thing. Even if 
his veto of the guaraatees is 
overriden, be will have won high 
marks for courage, and exposed 
Congres for what it has become, 
a Parliament of Whores, in- 
capable..' of standing up for 
U.S. national interests, if the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Coounittee is on the other end of 
the fine — Washington Times. 
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consideration phase- 

He delivered what amounted 
to an angry outsider's stump 
speech to a gronp of reportns in 
Washington Tuesday. 

Mr. Laughlin, who describes 
trimsgff as “a lone, weird voice in 
the night,” acknowledged he’s 
not as well-known — for dun — 
as he once was. 


— 


“When Fm fat like tins, no- 
body recognises me,” said Mr. 
Laughfin. 

Not even Democratic Party 
Chairman Ronald H. Brown. Mr. 
T-anghtin said he ran into Mr. 
Brown at an airport this week and 
told him: Tm going to ran fm 
president.” 
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“That’s just what I need,” be 
said Mb'. Brown replied. 

“He had no idea who I was,” 
Mr. I aughlin said. 

Mr. Kerrey, senator from Neb- 
raska, is set to announce his 
candidacy on Monday and has 
called an old friend to head ins 

(fmnij mign . 


-Jfi _T 

BPS - =* 




SZ- ^ 


x.‘ 1 •cic: 
S&sL' - " 
rrs, r*rv: ; : 
:j:. . t. \rc' 


CSSC-'-i 


flietpri 


■jtfaoa; frrr; 


3*3: :c i: n 
•■ Izszr 

SJuLrji- 

.v, 

•sssTw 'crrS 
-I'rxr. ; 

2 2 e* c-l- 


*f?»nrs v 

k... 


jBsin 

rj: 

1 Oi* 


Tm 


* 


aa 




hK 









:r. 


\ . 
i 


% T - - 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1991 5 






i *•. 


$10 billion question 


4 . ■ «** 


By Dr. Bassam Sake* 




EVER tinoe fte establishment of Israel on Palestinian soil in 
1948, it has been sees as a small state, democratic and lookiiKfcr 

n MaiiM no ' A W i-l-l— J : .1— ' . 


; r ‘ -15-1 
; ■ 7 - • . 


v*x 


" V" ■ i’"' 1 


"• . « m 
— *"/■ -jj, 

■ -T : : nt > 





- c? : 

■ fc 


'a. 

■**» 

- -s 


- c a la 


dcc » dcs , there appeared to as m the region, and to observers 
OUttide, that as the Arabs moveforward towards peace, brad has 
been mvcracly shifting its intentions and hardening its position, to 
. become more iutransigeiiL. 

Ever since its creation as a political entity, Jordan opted and 
Cherished peace and woifced for it. tlflth die moderating influence, 
of HHs Majesty King Hussein, the Arabs accepted ^eacp and 
coexistence with Israel .despite the antagonising shadow and 
memory of losing land to brad in 1948 and 1967. 

In die aftermath of 1967 war, brad dnwnwi that mice the 
Ar abs acc epted and reconigged its existence, occupied land could 
be returned to iUilgbtfiil Arab owners. Fearing to lose face, pride 
and cfigmty, and dedimng to accept defeat, Arab countries 
refused to recognise brad before having her le&hguuh die spoils 
.of wjv. Is raeli s , on the other hand, banked on such stale of the 
Arab mind and con tinned colonising the occupied territories, 
borne to 1.7 milli on Palestinians. 

Under the pretext of bousing Jewish “refugees” from the Soviet 
Union, Europe and Ethiopia, Arab lands have been exp r opri- 
ated. people harassed and their human rights infringed, measures 
in complete contrast to Israeli dams erf democraqr and respect for 
human rights. The annual Stale De partm ent report on the status 
of huma n rights around the world is the bed testimony to such 
undeterred violations. 

To strengthen its grip on occupied Arab lands, brad claimed 
th ose ba ds as safe g uar d * from possible Arab invasion — whereas 
nrifitaiy strategists as well as the recent experience of the Gulf war 
have dearly showed geography to be no longer a source of 
security for nations; long-range rockets and other weapons can go 
beyond borders and reach far away targets. Yet, Israeli leaders 
dam they are more knowledgeable than their dose friends and 
protectors in the U.S. and Europe. 

In their march towards peace and moderation, Arab and 
Pa les ti n i a n leaders at summit meetings have shown their accept- 
ance of brad and asked, in ret urn the implementation of 
international legality in Palestine. Yet, paradoxically, brad fears 
and refuses to accept fee resolutions of the United Nations, the 
very i nstitut ion that offered brad the certificate of birth at its 
early inception car Arab lands. 

Once brad realised that its dawns to Arab lands did not stand 
to securitytests and modern warfare experiences, neither did they 
stand to international legitimacy, it started in motion another 
process of deviation by claiming that Soviet Jews are “refugees” 
and need lands for settfing them. This pretext does not hold 
water, having tire following in mrnfe 
-These Jews are not “refugees” but “ immig ra n ts.” They were 
not forcefully kicked out of the Soviet Union. 

' -They have not been given alternative routes and destinations 
of their own choice. 

-They are not ideologically attached to brad but only people 
seeking a betterment to their fife. Once given freedom of 
choice, they would seek altern a tiv e destinations other than 
Israel. - - „ 

C urr e ntly , in the aft erma th of the Guff war, the U.S. pledged to 
carry out a peace process to solve the Palestmian-braefi and the 
Arab-Isradi disputes. In his March 6, 1991 speech in the U.S. 
Congress, President George Bush pointed out the region's source 
of pain, ie. lands oocupied by brad and its people deprived of 
their human rights — a source of continued violation of 
international legitmacy and confect in the region. 

Jordan, together wife other Arab states, accepted the U-S. 
wishes and considered them positive steps particularly as they are 
commgfram America, thebenefactor, supporter and protector of 
Israel. By contrast, the Israeli leadership, reahsing the seriousness 


of the U.S. , Europe and Arab countries towards peace and that it 
would entail relinquishing spoils of war, started a customary 
Israeli mgrfumwn for deviation and escapism. 

the $l^^^nil^ t gn a ran te es, to ookffibe*Anfo lands/ dearly 
demonstrates how brad wants fee funds and denies its benefactor 
any right to question the use of such huge nuns. It also 'shows how 
a small country mocks its protector. . . 

brad drums feme huge sums are for the private sector in 
brad; they are for humanitarian uses on refugees and not for 
housing on occupied Arab lands. In practical terms and over the 
past 24 yeare of braes nrifitaiy rate over foe occu p ied Arab hinds, 
U.S. tax payms fonds have been generating almost 40 per cent of 
Israel’s national income and also financing the gradual and 
creeping annexation of Arab territories. Economists know the 
ABC of liquid funds’ me. Money is fungible. Population is also 
fungible. If Israel gave promises to its U.S. benefactor that aid 
would neither be used to expropriate Arab lands nor for settfing 
Soviet Jewish immigrants, experience has shown these promises 
impractical, fake and deceiving. Only dumb politicians take 
them at face value. U.S. funds handed over to the Israeli socialist 
a dministra tion can free other Israeli funds for colonising the 
occupied lands. By the same token promises to Unfit settling 
immigrants to areas made Israel, would not forbid other Israeli 
settlers moving in the occupied territories - the borne of 1.7 
millio n Palestinian Arabs. 


F u rt h e r more, it u equally absurd to claim that the $10 bQIkm is 
for humanitarian reasons as they have been used for expro pria ting 
occupied lands, bufldmg military roads, supplementing over 40 
per cent of Israel's military spending, injuring and killin g 
Palestinian children and deporting the indigenous people of the 
occupied territories. How on earth could one believe Israel’s 
dafms that these funds are for humanitarian ends? How could this 
make the U.N. formula of peace for land workable? It will, 
certainly, subvert it. The “cons tru c ti on'’ of Israeli colonies on 
Arab lands is tantamount to “destruction” of both the U.N. and 
the U.S. values. Grimes that were committed on Jews are 
surprisingly, committed by the Israelison Palestinians. How could 
anyone name the following practices hmanitarian or democratic: 
dep or tations, land expropriations, daily shooting erf teenagers and 
Housing Minister Sharon’s concept of t ra nsfe r ri ng Palestinians to 
Jordan away from their ancestors* land? One wonders, within the 
framework of the new international order, whether the U.S. 
would continue tolerating, permitting and covering up IsraeTs 
violations. One would also wonder whether freezing fee Israeli 
colonisation process and potting on hold the $10 bOfion loan 
itee, would fall into what Mr. Baker once called “confi- 
building measures.” _ 


International and Israeli press had reported how the president 
of the United States is called a bar, a demagogue and an 
anti-Semite by a member of the Israeli cabinet only because the 
prescient and his team intend to delay guaranteeing the loan to 
Israel, an amount equal to $40,000 for every household of four 
immigrants coming to Israel. This is, in fed, a corollary of past 
U.S. administration’s misreading of foreign polity and a sheer 
ingratitude, on the part of Israel. What makes us deeply 
concerned is to have seen some U.S. congressmen, fee supposed- 
ly informed, fee supposed guardians of fee American revolution, 
values and heritage, standing at odds wife a U.S. president 
fighting for safeguarding his country’s interests and upholding 
human valnes and international legality. Not only do they stand at 
odds with their elected president, they also make die U.S. 
Congress Jose.its free will and become hostage to an outside 
efieut We are wondering how a, decent ordinary American, would 
react and perceive his country's highest authorities as subcervients 
to a tiny partner? 


PNC seen heading towards compromise 


( C o ntinued from page 1) 

U.S. positions. 

An overwhelmingly majority of 
PNC members favoured taking 
part in fee conference despite 
strong o ppositi on from hardlin- 
ers, Mr. Abn Sharif and other 
delegates said. 

Mr. Arafat wants to find a 
formula that also has the support 
of the hardliners, who set the 
U-$- proposals on the conference 
as a sellout of Palestinian in- 
terests, the defc ffrtg* added. 

The hardliners are also reluc- 
tant to give the PLO Executive 
Committee, which . Mr. Arafat 
chairs, a free band in the complex 
negotiations likely to take place 
during preparations for the con- 
ference, which is tentatively sche- 
duled for October. 

These points were holding up 
the end of the parliamentary ses- 
sion, which opened on Monday 
and was to end on Friday. 

Delegates forecast fee meeting 
could last until early on Saturday 
with the election of a new PLO 
Executive Committee. 

If Mr. Arafat fails to win con- 
sensus, he would settle for a 
simple majority vote, delegates 


Hie main opposition comes 
from the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, led by 
George Habash, who rejected the 
.argument that fee conference is a 
golden opportunity to slavage 
some of the Palestinian territory. 

Hie hardline wing of the di- 
vided Democratic Front for the 
liberation of Palestine, led by 
Nayef Hawatmeh, is softening its 
position and could swing to Mr. 
Arafat’s side, PLO sources said. 

Mr. Arafat said he had asked 
King Hassan to approach the 
American president for clarifica- 
tions of the U.S. stance on die' 
Palestinian problem. 

Mr. Bush’s response was that 
the United States supports “the 
political rights of the Palestinian 
people based on international 
legitmacy,” Mr. Arafat said. It 
was the first time the United 


Mr. Arafat did not mention in 
his speech newly relaxed Palesti- 
nian positions, which still mnst be 
accepted by fee council 'and the 
FLO’S Executive Committee. 

The decree Mr. Arafat read, 
which he issued on Nov. 15, 1989, 
dealt wife setting up a “national 
institution -for civil affaire” to 
issue identity cards and such. The 
chairman boted that it was his 
firet decree “after I was elected 
president of the Palestinian re- 
public.” 

PLO officials said fee decision 
to compromise was made after 
studying assurances from U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
inctucfing a pledge to work to- 
wards a Palestinian homeland 
and to pressure Israel to halt 
construction of Jewish settle- 
ments in fee occupied territories. 

The officials said PLO leaders 
decided to support a Jordaman- 
Palestinian delegation to peace 
talks that includes Palestinians 
only from the occupied territories 
— a key. Israeli demand. 

The leaders also decided to 
allow Jordan or another Palesti- 
nian group to formally announce' 
the participants, the officials said. 
Still, it is expected the PLO [day a 
major role in choosing the dele- 
gates and setting their negotiation 
strategy. 

In exchange for the conces- 
sions, the United States has 
assured the PLO that Palestinians 
would get equal footing with all 


other parties and be reconpsed as 
a distinct group, fee officials said. 

The United States also guaran- 
teed its backing of Palestinian 
autonomy in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip under a three-year 
timetable, rather than the five- 
year plan outlined in the 1978 
Camp David accords, fee sources 


The United States has been 
trying for months to bridge the 
gap between Israel and the 
Palestinians over representation 
at fee p ro posed peace confe r - 
ence. 

Israel has said it will not agree 
to participants from Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Bush, when told the PLO 
seemed excited by the remarks 
attributed to him, said there was 
no departure from previous U.S. 
positions. 

“Maybe they are trying to be 
helpful. I hope so,” he said dur- 
ing a state dinner for the Morroc- 
can monarch Thursday. 

An Arafat aide described Mr. 
Bush’s remarks as the first time a 
U.S. president bad referred to 
fee Palestinians as a people since 
Jimmy Carter left office in Janu- 
ary 1981. 

A senior PLO political expert 
said Mr. Bush had also told King 
Hassan feat fee conference would 
convene on the basis of “all U.N. 
Middle East-related resolutions 
and not just 242 and 338.” 

“This is fantastic... that means 


the special resolutions on Jeru- 
salem. the illegitimacy °f Jewish 
settlements and the right of re- 
turn or compensation.” for expel- 
led Palestinians would be the 
basis for the conference, he said. 

A senior PLO official, dose to 
Mr. Arafat said Mr. Bush bad 
given the Palestinians something 
of what they wanted. 

“You have to understand that 
President Bush has two audiences 
... in a way he is giving us 
something and at the same time 
does not want to appear before 
the Israelis as giving ns too 
much.” 

Hie senior official said Mr. 
Baker gave Hanan Ashrawi, a 
Palestinian representative from 
die occupied territories, an assur- 
ance in Amman last week in 
writing saying “that Palestinians 
are a people.” 

“All reference to Palestinians 
in the first letter erf assurances 
were changed in the Amman 
meeting to “Palestinian people,”’ 
be added. 

He also said King Hassan had 
told the Palestinians that Mr.. 
Bush had said “things feat will 
help you.” 

Dr. Habash of fee PFLP re- 
fused to comment on Mr. Bush’s 
latest remarks. He is strongly 
opposed to die U.S. proposals. 

“This is fee last day of die PNG 
(meeting). Let’s wait and see the 
outcome,” he told Reuters by 
telephone. 


I : 


States referred to “political rights 
of fee Palestinian people” rather 
than “legitimate rights of fee 
Palestinians.” 

He told the council: “This is a 
courageous stand from Mr. 
Bush.” 


Baghdad 


(Continued from page 1) 


Soviet president voices concern 

(Co n ti n ued from page 1) 


... 




think what to do wife these pus- 
sies,” Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Andrei Fyodorov said in 
aspfcedi to a London think-tank. 

The f u t ur e of the vast Soviet 
nodear forces is one of the prin- 
cipal concerns for the West as the 
Soviet Union steadily disinte- 
grates and powm passra from the 
centre to the country’s consti- 
tuent republics. 

In Tbilisi, moderates in the 
Georgian oppo s ition, battered by 
a war of nerves wife Preadent 
G am s akfa nrdfa, have spfit with 
nnfitants in the national 7 guard, 
saying aril war must be pre- 
vented. 

Parliamentary Deputy Nodar 
Natadze said Friday the opposi- 
tion was divided between those 
relying on the constitution to set 


the Soviet republic free from 
Moscow, and rebel commanders 
trying to bring about change 
t hrough force. 

“The national guard does not 
want to leave here,” Mr. Natadze 
said, speaking at fee Tbilisi tele- 
vision centre that has become the 
apposition stronghold. 

“I think it would be better for 
them to fake their weapons and 
move to a camp outside the city.” 
he said. “Hris would stabilise the 

situation- But they refuse to 

leave.” 

The spfit in the opposition be- 
came app aren t on Friday when 
the guards’ commander, a sculp- 
tor turned military boss^ sand 
there had been a brutal attack on 
his base camp outside TbifisL 
The news qpread panic through 
Tbilisi and thousands more peo- 
ple gathered at Heroes Square 


near the television centre. 

Opposition moderates denied 
there had been a full-scale attack 
and accused Mr. Kitovam of 
trying to spark an insurrection. 

Leading moderates, including 
Mr. Notarize, would prefer to 
force the calling of a parliamen- 
tary session to consider their de- 
mands. These indude press free- 
doms, the release of political 
prisoners and the return home of 
Gamsakhunfia supporters bussed 
in from the provinces. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 
Pankin said Thursday his country 
needs direct assistance from the 
United States to survive die win- 
ter. 

“We need beb and assistance 
from the United States as a coun- 
try in order to survive die winter 
■nd to solve afi die problems 
concerning the transition” to a 
Western-style economy, Mr. 
Pankin said after a meeting wife 


Secretary of State James Baker. 

The Bush a dmini stration is 
providing humanitarian assist- 
ance, and the Agriculture De- 
partment increased guarantees 
for commercial bank loans to 
help die Soviets purchase grain 
and soybeans. 

But President George Bush has 
matte direct U.S. assistance con- 
ditional on the Soviets’ revamp- 
ing their econo m y. 

Ld Tadzhikistan, democratic 
forces and Muslim leaders have 
declared a war of protests, strikes 
and outside pressure against 
diehard communists who they say 
seized the republic in a coup. 

As chanting crowds grew out- 
side the parliament building, 
opposition leaders tokl a news 
conference they would not let up 
until President Rakhman 
Nabiyev resigned and human 
rights were assured in die Central 
Asian republic. 


strikes to force Iraq to comply 
wife the resolutions. 

Quoting unnamed sources in 
the Bush administration , the 
newspaper said that in halting 
major military movements, admi- 
nistration officials had disclosed 
that preparations for possible 
new military missions inside Iraq 
and bombing raids had been both 
advanced and extensive. 

A helicopter base was being 
established in northeastern Saudi 
Arabia to support any .U.N. heli- 
copters searches inside, Iraq, the 
New York Times said. 


It said it was unclear what 
prompted the Sandi decision not 
to accept' more U.S. warplanes 
* but added that sane officials 
suspected the Saudis were be- 
coming increasingly uneasy with 
fee heavy publicity about U.S. 
plans to deploy military units in 
Saudi Arabia. 


Although there were signs of 
an end to fee parking lot stan- 
doff, a related dispute on U.N. 
insp ec to rs using helicopters in 
their task of hunting down Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction was 
proving more difficult to strive. 
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All Africa Games ‘will not help’ 
Egypt’s hopes to stage Olympics 


CARIO (R) — The fifth All 
Africa Games were all bat aver 
Friday, with host Egypt foiling in 
its expensive bid to show the 
world it was ready to host an 
Olympic Games. 

The athletics competition, 
showcase of this sporadically 
staged, continental sports festival, 
ended Thursday with the Nige- 
rians and Kenyans re-asserting 
their traditional dominance. 

The only matter of internation- 
al significance still to be decided 
before the closing ceremony 
Tuesday was which hockey team 


what happened before the cere- 
mony was not on the same level." 

IOC . Vice-President Keba 
Mbaye saw the chaos ahead of 
him at tbe gate and returned to 
his hotel to watch die ceremony 
on television. 

Mr. Samaranch said be bad 
rfwcngjfirf with President Hosni 
Mubarak setting up a committee 
to Study the possibility of Egypt 
hosting the Olympics in 2004 at 
the earliest. 


While diplomatically praising 
the standard of die facilities, he 
offered few other encouraging 


would represent Africa at the. WQfT fc 

Olympic Games in Barcelona r amin e Ba. secretary-general 


next summer. 

Scheduling and procedural 
mix-ups, a computer system that 
often took boms to ‘produce re- 
sults, and the absence of six of 
Africa's seven world athletics 


of the Supreme CooncO for Sport 
in Africa which helped organise 
these games for the Or g a n isa t ion 
of African Unity, said Egypt had 
(tone great work under trying 
circumstances but added: .Egypt 


champions detracted from the., in. what was difficult 


games. 

But the most telling blow to' 
Egypt's dreams of staging the first 
Olympic Games in Africa in the 
year 2004 was struck a week ago. 


but foiled in what .was easy, I 
mean what happened outside the 
stadium." 

Egypt spent an estimated $250 
milli on on the games, saying it 


mmntesbefbre a torch perch«i w baildin g for die future. With 


atop a replica of a pyramid w?s lit 
In a colourful opening ceremony. 


Dozens of dignitaries from rapecting w mnch , if any, of 
frican Olympic committess and thatbiack ' 


African Olympic committess and 
sports federations were caught up 
in a frightening crush outside the 
main entrance to Cairo Stadium. 
Reporters at the scene said they 
were amazed op one was serious- 
ly hurt. 

“The opening ceremony was 
one of the best I have seen in my 
life,” International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch told repor- 
ters the next day. “But maybe 


Cyprus rally begins 


NICOSIA (AP) — The Rothmans Cyprus Motor Rally, the last, 
major event counting towards the European Championship, 
started here Friday with a total of 85 starters. But there are no star 
foreign drivers among the. 13 non-Cypriot entries this year for one 
of top 10 rallies counting toward the European Championship. 
Most of them have just finished up the Australian. Rally and the 
championship is all but wrapped up.' Interest is expected to 
concentrate on local drivers. 


U.S.-France Davis Cup final to be in Lyon 


PARIS (AP) — The Davis Cup final, between France and the 
United States will be played in Lyon starting Nov. 29, the French 
Tennis Federation announced Thursday. France’s biggest indoor 
arena, Bercy, is in Paris, but scheduling of other events made it 
difficult to acco m modate the three-day Dim Cup. A late bid by 
I ■ Paris was turned down, as was an application by Grenoble, site df 
the last Davis Cup final between France and the United States in 
1982. The United States won in 1962, 4-1. Lyon’s Palais Des 
Sports Geriand, never before a Davis Cup venue, has a capacity 
of 9i000. Bercy can hold 15,000. 


IWF admits Baltics,. S- Africa 


. DONAUESCHINGEN, Germany (AP) — South Africa, 
' Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia were admitted Thursday into, the 
International Weightlifting Federation (IWF). The governing 
body of the sport also awarded the 1993 World Championships .to 
Melbourne, Australia. In an attempt to curb doping, which has 
tainted the sport, the IWF decided that weigbtlifters wifi have to 
' check into the Olympic village in Barcelona next year five days 
before the start of the competition to undergo tests for drugs. 


Tauziat reaches Bayonne quarterfinals 


BAYONNE, France (AP) — Defending champion Nathalie 
Tauziat of France advanced to the quarterfinals Thursday in the 
$150,000 Bayonne Women’s Open with a 6-4, 6-3 viptovy over 
unseeded Karina Habsudova of Chechoslovakia. Tauziat, .the No. 
3 seed, led 5-2 in the first set, but Habsudova, the junior U.S. 
Open winner in August, won two straight games before Tauziat 
finally took the first seL In tire second set, Tauziat was leading 4-1 
when Habsudova dawed her way back to 4-3. Tauziat regained 
her form to win the final two games. Tauziat, ranked No. IS in the 
world, will face the No. 8 seed, Eva Svigicrova, also from 
Czechoslovakia, who topped Kristin Godridge of Australia, 6-0, 
6-2. Top-seeded Manula Maleeva Fragniere of Switzerland, 
currently ranked No. 10 in the world, eased into the quarterfinals 
after downing Germany’s Claudia Kohde-Kflsch, 6-0, 6-2. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 

cm T-Oun* Waow StfTOcn. Inc 


SPOT THE' SIGHT CARD 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* A K 8 6 2 
T A 10 9 4 

: Void 

♦ K752 


South West 


WEST EAST 

#973 * Q 10 5 

T 8 7 5 ‘ Q 3 2 

v A Q 10 5 ' J0643 

♦ 900 ♦ A 3 

SOUTH 

♦ J 4 
TSJ6 

' K8 7 2 

♦ Q J 10 4 
The bidding: 

North East South West , 

' 1 * Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

2 ? Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 * Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of 2 
Almost all the plays that are ac- 
cessible to the declarer are available 
to the defenders os well. That even 
goes as far os the choice of card to 

play from many combinations, as 
• thb hand proves. 

After pain ting an accurate picture 
of his bolding. North could do n6 
more than pass three no trump. 
With only one diamond stopper, it 
might have been wiser for South to ' 
select some bid other than three no 
trump— all of the alternate game 
contracts would have been superior 


to three .no trump. 

A diamond Jead would have given 
declarer no chance if East is shrewd 

• enough to preserve the jack. Howev- 
er, we do not fault West for being 
reluctant to lead away from the dia- 

• mond tenace with only a four-card 
holding. The opening lead of the 
eight of hearts was covered by the 
nine and queen taken by the king. 
Declarer returned the queen of 
■chibs, and East saw no point to 
holding tip the ace. 

The critical point of the hand had 
been reached. Obviously, for the de- 
, Tense to prevail East-West had to 
collect four diamond tricks in a hur- 
ry. However, a diamond shift perse 

would not be enough to defeat the 
contract. On a low diamond, dedar- • 
er would simply cover and the lung 
would be safe from attack. The jack 
of diamonds would be equally inef- 
fective. Declarer would duck and 
West would be compelled to win the 
next diamond, and the defenders 
cannot collect m ore -than three 
tricks in the suit. 


All competent declarers know the 
right card to play from this combi- 
nation— the nine. Since South can- 
not cover, that will hold the trick. 
East can then continue with the 
jack, and no matter what declarer 
does, the defenders are sure of four 
tricks in the suit— down one. 


sanction left undone. 

“They tried hard, but they 
needed six or' seven months 
more," said a visiting Kuwaiti 
. sports official- , . 

Meanwhile sprinter Frankie 
Fredericks breathed some life 
info the All Africa Games athle- 
tics progranpne rendered almost 
meaningless by the absence of a 
host of worid champions. 

. Africa’s fastest man won both 
the 100 and 200 metres after 
being persuaded to run for newiy- 
independent ffamibia by the 
country’s President Sam Nujoma. 

Other- African countries had 
less success in talking their 
athletes into cbmingto this purely 
amateur event, part of an 
Olympic-style continental games. 

Kenyan steeplechaser Moses 
Kipfantri' was the only one of 
Africa’s . seven gold medallists 
from the recent Worid Athletics 
Championships in Tokyo to run 
id Cairo. 


Samuel Matete dearly did not 
feel like performing in an almost 
deserted stadium at the end of an 
exhausting season on the Grand 
Prix circuit. 

' "Matete, -like several Kenyan 
runners, feds thfcre is no prestige 
in this event and is not going to 
ran if there is no (appearance) 
money," Kenyan athletics offidal 
. Robert Ouko said. - 


Eva. Kiptantri he acted des ^ tt . ^ of 

2* 1 Tokyo gold medalblts Billy Kon- 


admissi on free and 'limited re- 
venue from television, it was not 


team officials ordered him to 
participate despite a calf injury. 
Fredericks expressed surprise 


atto^ber rfstey-away^ 19-year-dd-Fita ?aye£ second 
' ““ behfttd Ondiefc to the 5,000 


“It is now time for our African 
.continent to organise an Olympic 
Games and Egypt is capable of 
doing .so,” said Abdul Meneim 
Amara, Egypt’s minister of youth 
and sports arid head of the games 
organising committee. 

‘ But the Gulf war hampered 
Egypt’s efforts to get everything 
ready on-time, with landscaping 
• work and other cosmetic con- 


don’t want to compete for their 
motherlands," said the worid 200 
metres silver medallist. 


“It’s a great honour for me to 
be here.” 

Fredericks’ gold in the 100 
metres, Monday was Namibia’s 
first in' international competition 
and file country’s new-found free- 
dom made him a case apart. 

African worid champions such 
as Zambia's 400 metres hurdler 


Berger takes provisional 
pole for Spanish GP 


BARCELONA (R) — Austrian 
Gerhard Berger learned the new 
' Circuit De Catalunya foster than 
his .rivals Friday to daim pro-' 
visional poie for Sunday's Span- 
ish ’Grand' Prix. 

Berger, in a McLaren, docked 
ope minute 18.751 seconds in the 
first qualifying session to edge out 
Briton Nigel Mansell with only 
two minutes of the session re- 
maining. 

• Mansell, in 4 WQfiams, had set 
the pace with a lap of 1:18.970 oh 
his second run after 47 minutne of 
the hour-long session at .the ■ un- 
tried new circuit north-west of. 
Barcelona. 

Brazilian Ayrton Senna, who 
needs only to finish ahead of 
Mans ell S unda y tO clinch his third 
world drivers’ title in four years, 
finished third-quickest in the 
other McLaren. 

He shared the second row of 
the- provisional grid with Man- 
sell’s W illiam*? ream mate Italian 
Riccanto Patrese. 

German Mirhaftl • S rhrjmirrfiT , 
in a Benetton, and Frenchman 
Jean Alesi, in a Ferrari, were fifth 
and sixth. 

The session was ran in dry and 
sunny conditions but not high 
temperatures and on a dusty new 
track this meant most team’s 
qualifying tyres lasted longer than 
usual. 


“My engine was strong .but I 
over-revved it on the first run and 
after that it tost some power, 
whether, because of the oyer-rev 
or the heat I am not sure.” 
Mansell said: “It has been very 
hard ‘to get motivated today. I 
hayen’t slept a lot . since last 
weekend in Estoril and it took me 
a long time to get going. 


Top 4 Jordanian U-19 
basketball teams clash 
Sunday in 2nd stage 


By Aken Bamrayan 

Special to the Jordan Tones ’ 


Nigeria finished top of the 
at hl etic s medal standings,' edging 
out Kenya by one gold — a 
repeat of the outcome at the last 
All Africa Games, in 1987. 
'.‘Fatima Yusuf,. 1990 world 
women’s 400 metres junior cham-: 
pion, won over the distance here 
bat was pipped on the iipe in the 
200 metres by compatriot Tina 
Ibeagwam'.- 

Maty Onyali won the 100 
metres as Nigeria's women* swept 
the board in the 1 sprints. 

Kenyan men and women 
dominated hi middle and distance 


AMMAN — Al AhH meets Al Mnnd A1 Orthodox! meets A1 
Waftasi Sunday hi the apering matches of the second round of the 
— der-19. h a Aeth aB compcfitioa on ptnhefl by the Jordan Basfcrt- 
IwB Federation (JBIi). 

The llrrtfixwtems out of II wiplpy be the second round which 
wB end otf OcL 10 wfch li matte played at Al AbK and Al 
Orthodox! dub courts. ' 

The (fast round of the competitka, which lasted oyer a month, 
ended with Al Ortknrfari Imfeg thm imb Mfawfd fry 

al4lme rival Al AM. Al Jarir. came fa third and A! Wtei 
Wdtd fourth. They werp respectively 'feBowed by Al jafl, 
Homeatmen, Hossdn Wdd, Abbmft, and Catholic dabs. ■ 

“It was quite an eaddtiag cumpetitkm. there are naayotedkat 
yang players who are a great met to batebaB fa this country, ” 
said Jam Amman, spokesman for the Jordan Basketball Federa- 

<TO-' 

The JBF has organised many .cmapetitkaH tide year. The 
teM — — ah c qfanoaamd —HU tbr — nrrr’ff Thm rHrTnrMini In 
which fora* chds participated. Al Orthodox! won he cqi, A1AUB 
came fa second,- {Mowed by Hoauataim in third place and Al- 

JmBTM (HHWiffl IOtBTflL • 

A) Orthedaxi wen the boys under 17 op far widch nine fens 
imrlicipated. 

The' second divfakm team ended teat month with 

whmer Al Abbasi and runner ap Bomentmm idfaririag to the fkst 


chellah, Yobes. Ondieki and 
Moses Tamri. 

Ethiopia took four golds -with 


metres in Tokyo, winning here 
and forecasting Ethiopia was 
ready to challenge Kenya’s sup- 
remacy ''over longer distances. 

. But the games’ standing among 
athletes was underiined by Ethio- 
pian marathon gold medallist 
Tena Negere. 1 ' ■ , 

' Tm not so excited about win-- 
mug here as I kno?/ Tin aseoood- 
dass man as Ethiopian marathon 
runners go,’’ be said. ■ 


Schumacher posted an early 
fastest lap in 121.201 and quickly 
reduced it to 1:19.974, in dtp 
process' showing that tbfe Pirclli- 
Sbod teams were likely to be 
unusually competitive, 

. IBs time remained the quickest 
until Pastese edipsed it oA hfa 
first ran and then Mansell, on his 
second. 

Michael. Bartels of Germany, 
in a Lotus, lost control and went 
off but was not injured m the final i 
minutes ‘before Berger- produced 
his extra-fast lap to daim' pro- 
visional-pole. 

Setma had made a trig effort to 
force his way on to the front row 
with bun. but he could not over- 
haul ManadL ’ 

After the session, Berger said: 

“The car wa* fine. I was fighting a 
lot for the time as I wanted to 
catch Nigel. Now that the track 
has some rubber op it, there is 
more grip than yesterday and it is 
more enjoyable to drive. 


The Co m petition w hi ch draws the hugest number of fans, the 
Unt <ftvfefaa dobs champfoosttpi w9 begin ala Oet. 17wfthcfaht 
teams participating. Tide holders Al Afafi, who managed to steal 
the cup away from Al Orthodox! after more than a decade of. 
rivalry, wfl try to hold on to the crip for. another year. 

This year’s fanhcAal* season wfll aid after the Jordan Cap 
rhamphnishfa doe to be held in December. . 

The JBF hopes to regro« 9 the yooUs and seniors national teams 
if the necessary finding is made araHable to pro pe rly treia 'these' 
teams- and hopcfhfty ngroep the women’s team. 

Acconfing to Mr. Ammnri, Arise activities planned by toe JBF 
. factode a ahthdat tonmao o en t and a wwran’sgrent to farther 
eacoorage women's basketbal. The transtotion and printiagof the 
fatmuttawl faphstb aBI rrghlntiens k imienfry un derw a y. The 
regmanoos wa ne atsmomea to cums, i n vet suies ana colleges. 

M Onfcof the mhfa concern of tte JBF fo to expand and flnrtlwr 
priMDOte b aririb d fa d parts of the khg do n, w Mr. Ainmaii told 
the Jordan Tlmto. 

“In order to achieve thb, a »*"■■*«** has been set op to 
organise dud follow up basketball a c tl r Bi e s fa the .north of the 
country, and hopefUy the same wS be done fa the sonth,” Mr. 
Ammari fad ed. 

“The JBF is keen to pwah hn l rcftiill fa the g gvernorat es and 
to that end many matches fa the andtr 19 ca tegory, as wefi as 
second and first dvUn matches me being held fa frfaid and 


Tottenham gets a boost ahead 
of Man. United match . K 


' LONDON (R) — ' Tottenham 
Hotspur, troubled by injuries 
ahead of their English League 
. soccer dash with unbeaten- lead- 
ers Manchester United, were 
jpven some good news Friday by 


play,” said Sireeves. 

But it wasnot all good news for 
Spurs, in third ptece seven points 
bediind . United but with two 

pwnwt in Viand 

Welsh' international Pat' Van 


strikers Gary Lineker and Gor-; - Den Haqwekxrfe doubtful, caus- 


don Durfa.- ‘ 

England captain Lineker, scor- 
er of 11 goals in' the last seven 
games,- had tooked-doribtfid for 


ing fdrtheriprobleinS for a defen- 
sive tine-up Weakened by the 
enforced absence of Teny Fen- 
wick, jatod for various driving 


Saturday’s top of the table tie in ' offences, and a knee injury to 
north London after faffing a fit- Justin' Edinburgh. 


nesS test in midweek. 

But manager Peter Shreeves 
said specialist treatment on the 
player’s injured toe had improved 
bis prospects. 

Newly-signed Scotland interna- 
tional Done, whose partnership 
with Lineker tins season has 
brought Tottenham five wins in 
seven league matches, was substi- 
tuted d urin g Totte nham 's mid- 
week League Cup match in Swan- 
sea after a dash of heads. 

“He’s been examined by our 
doctor and says be feds 100 per 
cent better. Fm certain he’ll 


Manchester United will be 
without midfielder Neil Webb 
who has knee ligament damage 
but a hamstring injury. 

Danish goalkeeper Peter 
Srfimeichcl and Soviet striker 
Andrei Kondwklris will be back 
from international dirties. 

Sheffield Wednesday, encour- 
aged try Liverpool's un impress i v e 
2-2 League Cup drawn in mid- 
week against third division Stoke, 
hope to. end the Merscyaders 
unbeaten home record and be- 
come tiie first league winners at 
Anfiekl for six months. * 


I NEED HELP WITH 
c MY HOMEWORK.. 


|*M C0NFU5EP ABOUT 


■SOMETHING... 


DID COLUMBUS DISCOVER 
AMERICA IN Z4-16-3Z, ' 
OR 15 THAT MY LOCKER 
^ COMBINATION? ’> 



Andy Capp 





Mutin’ Jeff 


AM I SKINS THINGS ICE SKATING ? , V 

B¥Ef3?2« 




MW 


7 ( #ELL/,1 Guess' 

^Vj ) THE WINTER J 
\ IS OVER//] 












A \ 




■ FORECAST TOR SATDRDAYt SEP1EBOKR 28, I9W ; 

' By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Cairo® tighter Foundation 


GENERAL TCMDENOES: The key. 
ml tnfcqr « Yw w 

mentafiy way ifa ad he.i urb 

ttotttofNMiiaufaoittoSPd 

btaOt cspafaDy T?® 51 ?®" *“ 

the focal point. - 


ARIES: (Madi.Zl to A|rf l9)yoo an 
kx tfae « ays and mem* to wtatfiyoe 
oa law mnefaof tfak woddi gootb and 
cm alio make headway In. improving 
yoor pomto fa • new flan-, 

TA0RnS(ApuJ»toWay20)YoocaH 


■o let tbem know 


(May 21. to Jane 21) Yon fin d 
that there me a wnatwr of private 
d i ii^imc in he taken care erf and flro 
<&yh« good time to look hrioaHphatti 
and faction of them. 


jour hnportml asd baric ohfigaboa are 
s put tight for yon now. - 

SOOmOe (October 23 to November 
• 21) Yon wow find there are some tagfaN 
nTtrr-itn*t wn caw hawe thw 

' day with parerfers that bring theas«3oatr . 

to yon fa ooopecfaoo. % 
SAfOTAKUJS; (Nowasber 22f»0o- 
. casbear' Zl) Yon now hero it ■ yonr 
power to «e ]mt ho# yoo a* be at 
m eater aervice to otben ia the hfa 
mg c a o [to»adta comae fafatfa. - 
CARKXWb <D«oet*ber 22 to Jroa- 
ary 20) Thk is the momefa wbea yoo 
an able to show vow traealfccriofl for 
thai penoo wbofoarinatea yoB«o fotfCI 

. o 4 V r aAtten and eomt yow ttnanfic 
troeie5t 


AQUARIUS; (Jannanr 21» Briiraacy 
IS) Whatever yoo fane in ndntf.to 


MOQN CHHJDBKN: pone 22 BjJy 
• 21) Acquamtaocca ■ yon have 'known 
ii mm* liinn'pait arc owe* whw aro Mila 
to give yon the support and badtemtlMt 
yon need so state yowaaM to Van. 


hap w ro maUen at yaw own b orne it 
last right now so raider aome apedd 
im. service to fwafa that they value. 


LEO: .(My 22 to Aagnat 21) Get oat 
into the worid of outride activity and' 
Sad out what those who axe 'pro minent 
. expect from yon. and give more than 
more Bp yervitoc to aome important chrtc . 


TOGO: ( August 22 to September 22) 
Yoo doot have to wait ant? later fat the 
week to make plans for aome outride 
activities for yon are tinder excellent 
-mpects now lo do so and have max- 

IflUlflB CSjvjuZCffi* 

LIBIA: (September 23 to October 22) 
Whatever -yon wooid Bee to do that 
doetieqaiie that yon reafiK jot t where 


PBCE& (February 20 to Man* SQ 
This ■ yonr day to ft* attead to the 
gndict of yow taoice and th ro to be off 
ID tee «*d get iafonnation from tbote 
upon whom yon Tely. ' 

- TsiIsj'i fad: ffyourddd were bore 
today riie or be i* aD mo rot to have a 
eomewttat negative streak la than and 
wiB riwayt feel titat dungs aren't quite, 
. fate Cultivating an atntnde of.optnn- 
^ to show tiie best s i de Of 

fhemaeKcs to greatly improve tiwh 
■*»«« for a eoarideisMe s aoc c ss that 
required reascan* talent. ' 


-7Se stars fapri, they do uo» otb- 
pcL r ' HW yoo make at yaar hm a 
largely up to yoo. 


* JeweBery with bendy. 


. World Ramuses- Osam « Co. Irie 
- • JashrifiP** 


Amnisr- Rio Oe Janeiro ' 
Amman- Anna Hotel- fitti. erda 



“I must really be out of shape... I 
get winded rjding the escalatorr 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m ■ by-Henri Amok) and Bob Liao 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordnaiy words. 


He's at It again 


GURAU 


PRUSN 




SEJERY 


■ »-u -- - 

-J 


AMLAMM 


THB SOmAMSUU&TS 
WALKIN6 HABIT . 


Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sup* 
gested by the above cartoon. 


• Print answer here: 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: NERVY BOOTY INFANT TYPHUS ■ ’ 


Answer What do you get when you. ere 
poet?— A "HOOT-E-NANNY" 


cross mi owl with a 


| THE Daily Crossword by C.f. Murray 


ACROSS 


5 Picasso's 
country 
.10 Signature 

14 Palo — .CA 

15 Ltty type 

16 He had an Irish . 
' Rose 

17 Fool 

19 Selg. artist. 
Magritte 

20 Listening dsylce 

2t TVnes qt note 
22 Staggered 

24 Bridge response. 

25 Actor Lae J. 

26 Lice old women 
28 BanStanpeon ‘ 

and Dk? 

. 32 Clearing tool 
33 Author BeOaw 

35 rtndu garment 

36 Wearer of 35A' 

37 Gaffe ' 
39GamWor’a 

dhrssa 

40 Contraction 

42 Have a repast 

43 Pinches 

44 Drummed 
48 Aids ' 

48 WW instrument 
48 Scored on serve 
50 Actress Mason 

53 Maria dog 

54 Audit man 

57 Dear me!' 

58 Fool 

61 Went under 

62 Croc Wn 

63 Piece of gossip 

84 Canasta card 

85 Discharges . 

66 Cut down 





* DOWN 

1 Treaty 

2 Pottery piece. 

3 Traffic sign 

■ 4 Portable trough 

5 Director Martin 

6 Actress Irene" 

7 Ddomttes 

8 — de France 

9 Contract 
10 Ftlghty ' 


11 Ftrst vfcton 

12 Musefusnber • 
iSOwnefs 

document 
18 Mend . 

23 Recedes 

24 Fbofish 

. prospect . 

23 Punctuation 
mark 

26 Macaw 

27 Certain group 

28 Sensations! 

29 SaMKa's path 

30 Sobs 

31 Coteries 

32 Col. dub 

34 Enoch or Eve 
38Nucfear — 

41 Implement 
45 Fruit 
4? Scrub . 

broadly 
49 Scarf 
56 Htetory 
51 VringBca 


s Puzzle Solved: 


raninn nnnn 

nnnnn nnUFH 

rinnanrirnninn nrann 

nn-nr^SK nn n ^Dnn 
nnnn 

rannnH nnran nnne; 

nnnnB n m-S nnnnri 
yMiiinn m^nn 

nnnn 5HKH nnrnnn 
ijijr.tn nnnn nnnnn 

nitinn mmmi nnhnn 

Innnm nnn n nnnn 


63 Agakist 
Si Cajole 


52 Leonine feature- 55 Terminal 


56 Mimicked 
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Financial 

NtarkttS ta <Q "m r » t lBn with 

'■-*■• ‘ ' Cairo Amman Bank 

U-S. Ooter la tow MllMMil HhrtHU - - 


Corrcwy . . 

SterSog -Pound* 
Dntscbe Mai* 
Subnuc 
French franc 
Japanese Yen 
EnropeanCarraq Unit 

USD P*r STC 

” E mupijM 0po>h|(4h«kMu 


AfiWH? 

CLOSE 

» 25/9/97 

TWO 

CUBE 

n*c 25/9/91 

1.7555 ' 

7.7322 

.7.6870 

7.6847 

7.4545 

1.4656 

5.7T70 

5.7435 ** 

13.20 ■ . . 

135.43 .. 

1.2755 

I-2I5I *• 


Carrency 

Ti-S. Dollar 
Sterling Found 
Deutsche Marts 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 
European Correa 

I wlrrti ail bid rata for 


I MTH 

3 MTHS 6 MTH5 12 MT1 

5.40 

5.40 ■ 5.55 5.75 

10.56 

70.25 70.09 9.93 

9.00 

9.12 9.06 9.51 

6.00 

7.93 7.93 7.61 

9.25 

9J1 9.57 9.40 

6.95 

6.50 6.25 6.06 

9 .64 

, 9.84 9.75 9.75 


> rxcwd lag US. IMfan LSM.SBOgr c tpAwakta. 


USD/Or 

552.30 


JWGm°l Metal 


Omtmz 26/9/91 
USn/Oz I JD/Gi 


»: tt/9/97 


Currency ' 
U.S. DoBar 
Starling Pound 
Deutsche Marts 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yea* 
Dutch Guilder _ 
Swedish Krona 
Itafiah Lira 4 
Belgian Franc 
* hr m 


.66 7 

.669 

1.1904 

1.1964 

.4062 

.4102 . 

.4666 

.4717 

.1196 

.7204 

.5150 

.5776 

.3622 

.3640 

.1116 

.1124 

.0546 

.0549 

.01961 

.01991 


D«n= 26/9/91 


Currency 
Bahrtad Dinar 
Lebanese Lira 4 
Saudi Riyal 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Riyal 
Egyptian- Pound 
Omani Riyal-' ■ 
UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma' 
Cypriot Pound 


1.7650 . 

1.7700 

.mo 

.0775 

.1626 

.1637 

- 

- 

.1661 

.W4 

-.2000 - - • - 

- xtn- 

f.7200 

1.7300 

.1661 

.1874 

3660 

37 00 

1.4600 

1.4700 


24/9/91 


All-Share 
Banking Sector 
insurance Sector 
industry Sector 
Services Sector 


OKtwbrr 31. two 


LONDON (R) — Foflowing are tbe buying and selling rates for 
tending world currencies and gold against the dollar at nri d acaaon 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Steriing L 7290/7300 

One U-S. dollar . 1.1354/59 

1.6848/55 
1.898000 
1.4670/80 
34.72/76 
5.7450/7500 
1259/1260 
133.80/90 
6.1500/50 
6J925/75 
6.4975Q025 

One ounce of gold 348.80/349.20 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 

Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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U.S. envoy calls for cuts in 


Contacts continue between 


Third World military spending Jordan, U.S . over search 

GENEVA (R) — U.S. Ambassa- ■ “Where is the initial capital to countries. d* "■ • W J O _ A W 

dor Moms Abram fold develop- come from? We all know the . Western diplomats argue tbe fkT CillYRC fR fill Till Till /%f 1 | £)■)£) 
mg countries Thursday they could poorest countries are not awash organisation had owr the past 20 vl H/vr UlllA avA LmMlAR/Ct 

hrJn iitff t thnr nun nmk for in Snare ranital ntthnnnh ttur* uum (a Iwnm* A “ 


GENEVA (R)— U.S. Ambassa- 
1 dor Moms Abram told develop- 
ing countries Thursday they cottid 
help meet, their own needs for 
capital by cutting back on nrilitaiy 
spending and checking corrup- 
tion. 

In a speech to a meeting of 
UNCTAD, the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and De- 
velopment, Mr. Abram also 
urged poorer nations to look to 
market-oriented reform to attract 
foreign investment and streng- 
then their economies. 

“As to the future, it is axioma- 
tic that s n s t ai n ed growth — fora 
country or a firm — requires 
capital, intelligeiit investment in- 
cluding education, and wise. 

reinvestment of returns,” the 
one-time U.S. human rights 
lawyer said. 


“Where is the initial capital to 
come from? We all know the 
poorest countries are not awash 
in spare capital, although there 
“*y be some cases where shifts 
from consumption spending to 
investment are possible,” he 
pointed out. 

''Unnecessary military spend- 
ing immediately pomes to mind. 
Developing countries as a gr o up* 
spend some five per cent of their 

national incomes pn armed forces 
— some $160 billion a year — or 
about three times the level of aid 
flows,” he added. 

Mr. Abram, the United States' 
permanent representative to tbe 
United Nations in Geneva, hag 
long been a critic of the manage- 
ment of UNCTAD, cstabfished 
in 1964 to promote world trade 
and especially that of developing 


U.S. forgives 
Honduran debt 

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a show of support for Honduras' 
economic reform programme, the Bush a dm i n i s tration Thursday 
forgave $431 mflfio n of that country’s official debt to tire United 
States. 

Speaking at a State Department signing ceremony, Hondnran 
President Rafael Callejas expressed gratitude for tbe U.S. gesture, 
saying it was equivalent to 18 months' income for each Honduran. 

Since taking office almost two years ago, Mr. Callejas has moved 
to put the country on a sounder economic footing through c u rrency 
devaluation and reduction of tariff barriers, among otter measures. 

Debt refief is one of die incentives President Bush is offering to 
Latin American countries in return for taking politically risky 
economic reform measures. 

According to U.S. estimates, tbe $431 million in debt relief 
constitutes 15 per cent of Honduras' overall debt and 55 per cent of 
tim government's total debt to foreign countries. 

Honduras was a dose but some tim es reluctant political and 
military afiy of the United States during the upheavals in Central 
America daring the 1980s. Among other actions, Honduras allowed 
the U.S.-backed Nicaraguan Contra rebels to use its territory as a 

gw»g area for attacks against Nicaragua’s leftist go v ern ment. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Robert .Gelbard said the debt 
relief agreement adds a new dimension to U.S. -Honduran relations. 

New Zealand eases 
monetary policy 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand’s central bank has eased 
monetary policy saying lower 
than expected inflation meant in- 
terest rates and the New Zealand 
dollar could afford to foil. 

Reserve Bank of. New Zealand 
Governor Don .Brash, in an 

aTmnmrwiiwrf that yn t 

market soaring and the New Zea- 
land dollar and interest rates 
tumbling ^ mti ri inflatio n was fall- 
ing too quickly. 

An o pinio n poll pubtihsed tins 
week shows the New Zealand 
conservative government’s popu- 
larity at its lowest since it took 
office 11 .mouths ago. Harsh eco- 
nomic policy is blamed. 


“Tbe bank now beteves there 
is a good chance that onderiying 
inflation will foil to around two 
per cent tins year ... into a range 
of one to 1.5 per cent next year. 
Both of these outcomes would be 
below tte bottom end of indica- 
tive inflation ranges- die bank 
outlawed,” Mr. Brash said.' 

He said there was room for 
farther easing in interest rates 
and tte exchange rate without 
jeopardising the government's 
target of zero to two per cent 
inflation by the end of 1993. 

Economists said the Reserve 
Bank’s action could give a much- 
needed boost to New Zea land 
industry. 


Atman Financial Market weekly trading 


Following is i summary of 
week 


Da&y wenae 

Total il—r 
Total tees 
No. Of centra 


during last week and tbe previous 

Sept. 22-25 Sept. 14-18 

JD 409,823 JD 592,283 

JD 1^39,292 JD 2^414 
1489*488 1482445 

1459 2415 


Sectoral trading: 


Servi c e 


Share pice 
No. at cbobj 
Trice non 
(Dedtae) ' 

(Stable) 


JD 878412 
(5X4%) 
JD 405*499 
04.7%) 

09.2%) 

0-5%) 


JD 145440 
<S2J%) 
JD 938,528 
(31.4%) 

(12-3%) 


countries. 

, Western diplomats argue tbe 
organisation had over the past 20 
years allowed itself to become 
involved in the East- West ideolo- j 
peal straggle which has now ea- 1 
(ted with tte collapse of commun- 
ist rale 

They say that many UNCTAD 
officials promoted the “socialist” 
economic policies of the former 
Soviet Bloc because anti-Western 
rhetoric from the then communist 
countries matched their own 
negative view of the developed 
■ world. 

Mr. Abram said the changes in 
eastern Europe together with re- 
forms and a reemergence of 
market-oriented economic poli- 
cies in Africa, Latin America and 
much of Asia meant UNCTAD 
need ed to change itself. 

IFC lends 
Morocco 
$21m for 
cement plant 

RABAT (R)~— Hie Internation- 
al Finance Corporation (IFC), a 
World Bank affiliate, bad lent 
Morocco .120 milli on French 
francs ($21 mflhoa) towards a 
cement plant 

The Franco-Moroccan plant in 
tte southern port of Safi will have 
an .annual capacity of 660,000 
tonnes and cost $102 million. 

Societe des Canents Francais 
and its Moroccan affiliates bold 
60 per cent of tte capital. Two 
state-owned investment banks, 
the Banque Nationale de De- 
veloppement Economique 
(BNDE) and the Societe Nation- 
al dTnvestissement, bold 20 per 
cent each. 


By a Jr 
. Staff 


Times 


o^dan Tin 
t Reporter 


AMMAN — Means to ease the 
advene consequences for Jordan- 
of the enforce m ent of the interna- 
tional trade embargo on Iraq 
were not raked during the visit 
last week of U.S. Secretary of 
Stele James Baker, but the Jorda- 
nian government k involved in a 
dialogue with American officials 
on the issue, according to in- 
formed sources. 

“The enforcement of the 
blockades on Iraq is continuing as 
normal on tbe Red Sea, but 
nothing spectac ular has happened 
in the last 10 days,” said one of 
the sources. 

Shipping sources in Aqaba told 
tte Jordan Times no ship was 
recently turned away from dock- 
ing at the Red Sea pent, but 
on-board inspection of cargo was 
continuing, led by American 
warships patrolling the mouth of 
tte Gulf of Aqaba. 

The government has made re- 
peated representations^ to the 
U.S. government to ease the dif- 
ficulties posed by the enforcers of 
the blockade who turn away ships 
they suspect of carrying goods 
bound for Iraq since mid-August 
1990. 

During hk earlier visits, Mr. 
Baker promised to look into the . 
affair. A set of guidelines were 
drawn np and agreed by Jordan 
importers earlier tins year, bat, 
according to dripping sour ces^ 
these guidelines were not frilly 
adhered to. 

Various reasons were given for 
the lapse. Prominent among 
these was that tte State Depart- 
ment had little influence in deci- 
sions of the Defence Depart- 
ment, under whose orders the 
American warships enforce the 


blockade. 

Another given argument was 
that Jordan should address the 
United Nations Security Council, 
which imposed the internatio n al 
embargo on Iraq following the 
Aug. 2, 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Whatever tbe reason, said a 
shipping source... “the fact re- 
mains that Jordanian importers 
are paying a high price for the 
overzealons enforcement of the 
blockade at the Aqaba.” 

The blockade appeared to have 
been turned stricter since June, 
when elaborate documents and 
details were demanded by the 
enforces to prove that tbe goods 
were intended for consumption in 
Jordan. 

Hundreds of vessels have been 
turned away from Aqaba since 
August last year, addmg to the 
troubles of Jordanian importers 
who had to pay higher insurance 
and freight costs for tranship- 
ment. 

A standard procedure for most 
shipping lines — those which 
have not stopped sailing to 
Aqaba — now k to designate the 
Jordanian prat as tte last port of 
discharge — thus making it 
easier for on-board physical in- 
spection of cargo and shipping 
documents. 

American navy officers usually 
conduct tiie inspection, according 
to sources in Aqaba. “At least 
four warships — belong to the 
ILS., France, Britain and 
another country (any one of the 
anti-Iraq coalition) — converge 
on the commercial vessel which 
has been ordered to stop,” said 
one source. 

“The warships take positions 
around the target vessel and it k 
usually the Americans who go 
aboard while others keep guard,” 


according to tbe source. 

The inspectors refuse Aqaba- 
bound cargo if the stopping man- 
ifest and related docuemnts indi- 
cate the consignee's name as in- 
dudmg the terms “and Sons” or 
“an Partners” or “Trading Agen- 
cies,” apparently arguing that 
companies with such names could 
include Iraqis as partners and the 
goods are destined for Iraq. 

The naval inspectors also insist 
that the shipping documents in- 
clude the full street address of. tbe 
consignee. 

In recent days, after an intense 
campaign by the shipping, ami 
clearance sector, Jordanian im- 
porters are fulfilling all these 
conditions. 

The U.S. embassy here de- 
clined comment on the contacts 
between Jordanian and American 
officials over tte issue. 

A report prepared by tbe ship- 
ping sector and submitted to .the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
recently put at $48.5 million -the 
extra shipping costs incurred by 
Jordanian importers since the un- 
position of tbe blockade at 
Aqaba. The amount only. in- 
volves tte extra freight and insur- 
ance costs paid by tte importers 
for bringing the cargo into Aqaba 
from other ports where tbe goods 
were discharged by ships which 
were turned away from docking 
at the Jordanian port. 

“Not included in the report are 
the production losses suffered by 
Jor danian manufacturing indus- 
tries,” said an informed source. 
“The industries had to suspend 
production awaiting the arrival of 
raw materials and spare, parts 
and tins has caused considerable 
losses,” he explained. 

The report was requested by 
the Ministry of Industry' and 
Trade. 



m Saudi oil policy seeks poor welfare 


Indian Restaurant 


8th Circle, Tel. 819829 
Indian Foods 
BAR.B.QUE NIGHTLY 
' Take away Service 
24 Hour Open 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
says its oQ policy seeks to protect 
developing countries from sud- 
den' price rises or taxes imposed 
by the industrial world. 

The Saudi Press Agent? (SPA) 
Thursday quoted Oil Minister 
Hkham Nazer as saying King 
Fabd did not want to toe devdop- 
■ mg' countries in Asia and Africa 
suffer due to an “abrupt rise m oil 
prices or taxes that could be 
imposed by industrial countries 


FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT 


Consists of three bedrooms, guest room, living room, 
maid room, three bathrooms, kitchen, telephone and 
central heating, with an area of 220 square metres. 
Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Hameed Al Nimr 
Street, near Bilal -Mosque. The house number is 24. 
FOr Information please call teL: 664256 or 685583 


Furnished Small Apartment (stndio) 

For Rent 

Small apartment with two small bedrooms, sunny veranda, one 
bathroom, kitchen with salon, colour T.V., telephone possible. 
Location: 5th Circle, Jabal Amman, quiet and safe residential 
area No water problem. 

Call teL: 641345 from 6-10 am^3-8 pjn. Friday all day. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment, consisting of two bed- 
rooms, -salon, dining room, kitchen, two bathrooms, 
veranda, central heating, telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman, First Circle, behind Malhas 
Hospital. 

Annual rent only, t 

Pis. call tel.: 624730 Amman 


on it for one reason or another.” 

Oil mini s t ers' - of the 13-nation 
group agreed to p ump oil almost 
flat out for tte rest of tte year, 
abandoning individual output 
quotas to meet expected strong 
demand. 

Sheikh Nazer said Saudi. Ara- 
bia’s action in raising output at 
the beginning of The Gaff' crisis 


last year to make op for produc- 
tion lost for Iraq and Kuwait had 
prevented a severe world econo- 
mic disk that would have hit 
developing countries hardest - 

Saudi Arabia, tbe world’s big- 
gest oil exporter, is currently 
pu m p in g around 8.4 million bar- 
rels per day. — 



THE SPANISH CULTURAL CENTRE 


■The Spanish Cultural Centre announces the 
move of its premises to: 

Jabal Amman - Third Circle — behind Hotei 
Jordan Intercontinental - near Al Sharq 
Restaurant/Abu Ahmad, Mohammad Hafez 
Muaz Street, as of Sept. 30, 1991 

Tel. 624049 - 610658 


WANTED 

A Mercedes Benz car, 200 model, year 1986 or newer 
(duty free), automatic transmission, full options. 

Please call Dr. Khan at 
663100/Rm. 814, Philadelphia Hotel. 


WANTED 


An unfurnished apartment or villa for rent. It should consist 
of 3 bedrooms, living, dining, family rooms, 2 bathrooms,* 
spacious kitchen, a car garage and telephone facilities. 
The maximum annual rent for the apartment is JD5.000 
and for the villa JD6.000. 

Please call Dr. Khan at 
663100/Rm. 814, Philadelphia Hotel. 


CONCORD 


Tel: 6774 




ICA’S LAW 

Mahmoud Abdul Adz 
Afhar Al H&ldm 


Show; 3J0. 6:15, &30, lfc30 


m 

fte 


f Nabfl Al Haafalitl Theatre - 

: Oct 3, 1*91 

THE OPENING OF 
Nabii Al Mashini Theatre 
■' ■ with 

SOMEESAULT HARE PLAY 

[Starring: The family of 'Abu Awwad neighbourhood* 
■Shows stmt at 8:30 every evening 


r CEoema : - TeL- 634144’' 

PHILADELPHIA 


KING OF 

NEW YORK 

] 

4 

s. 

\ Show: 12^0, 330. 6:15. 830. 1Q--30 pjn. 

/Cinema 


TeL 6251 


/ 


ROOF TOFS 


Show: 330, &30. SJ0 p-m. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

To the following people who have passed the 
University of Cambridge Rrst Certificate in 
English 


1. Adnan AkAII 

3. All Khader 

5. Lama Khobar 
7. Omer T&sdoglu 

4. Samir Khader 


2. All Bln Ahmed Hamdi 
4. Khaled Deeb 
6. Majd Al Qasas 
8. Rula Habaybeh 
10. Zulelkha Abu EUsha 


At the British Council on Saturday 28th Septem- 
ber. 

We run a series of 4 courses leading up to this 
examination which is held every June and 
December. 


ALRIBAT FITNESS 
L CENTER . 


The cosy atmosphere for a good 

SQUASH GAME 

d> TELS 23274 


.. -A 
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Despite gunfire, Yugoslav army 
pullback lifts hopes for peace 


ZAGREB (R) — Sporadic shoot- 
ing erupted overnight in die 
Yugoslav Republics of Croatia 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina but 
peace hopes were boosted by the 
federal army’s withdrawal bom a 
key Croatian frontline town. 

Belgrade television said Croa- 
tian forces bad launched a “fron- 
tal attack” on an army barracks in 
Vukoar in eastern Croatia Thurs- 
day evening, but gave no casualty 
figures. 

Tanjug News Agency reported 
automatic gunfire in the village of 
Jasenica in south east Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, an ethnically mixed 
area where tensions are running 
high. It said tracer bullets lit the 
sky but also mentioned no casual- 
ties. 

Croatian Radio said three chil- 
dren and an old man were killed 
when rival Serbs fired mortar 
bombs Thursday at the town of 
Dreznik-Grad in western 
Croatia.. It reported sporadic 
mortar fire overnight in Osijek in 
eastern Croatia. 

Hopes of solving the conflict, 
which began when Serbs in 
Croatia rebelled against Croatian 
independence moves in June,* 


were raised by the resumption of 
a European Community peace 
conference on Yugoslavia in the 
Hague Thursday. 

The army’s pullback from a 
besieged barracks in the eastern 
Croatian town of Vinkovd, after 
repeated but abortive efforts to 
relieve it, indicated that the army 
may no longer feel it can cnlsh 
the republic’s National Guard at 
will. ■ 


“The army overstretched it- 
self,” a diplomat said. “It may 
have decided to pull out of ex- 
posed positions m Croatia, like 
Zagreb and other towns and vil- 
lages.” 

Croatia blockaded army bases 
across its territory in the fighting 
and says it seized 70 barracks. It 
says the army must leave the 
republic. as a precondition for 
peace. 

Defence Minister General 
Veljko Kadijevic said in a televi- 
sion interview Thursday the war- 
ring parties knew that a shaky 
ceasefire which took effect Sun- 
day was Yugoslavia’s last chance 
for peace. 

Gen. Kadijevic said he and 


Presidents - Franjo Tudjinan of 
Croatia and Slobodan Milosevic 
of Serbia agreed at a meeting 
Wednesday on measures to shore 
up the ceasefire, lift the blockade 
of army barracks, and establish' 
lasting peace. 

“We will see very quickly if the 
things we agreed on actually bold 
in practice,” Gen. Kadijevic said, 

. without detailing the measures. 

“If this- does not happen, all 
three of us agreed that there 
would be no conditions for a 
peaceful solution of the Yugoslav 
crisis,” he added. 

The rival forces in Croatia have 
not yet disengaged and the cease- 
fire has been severely strained by 
dozens of violations^ Fighting 
continued Thursday south east of 
Zagreb, in western Croatia and 
on the Adriatic coast in southern 
Croatia. 

Gen. Kadijevic said a United 
Nations arms embargo Wednes- 
day came too late to prevent civil 
war. 

"It . would have been good if 
this decision had been taken ear- . 
her and implemented. Then we 
would not have these paramilit- 
ary formations and civil war in 


Yugoslavia,” he said. 

■ He was referring to defence 
forces set up by the republics. 

The agreement for the 400-man 
army garrison to leave Vinkoyd 
came after Gen. . Kadijevic’* 
meeting with the Croatian and 
Serbian presidents. 

They met after fierce fighting 
in Vinkovd earlier this week 
threatened to destroy the cease- 
fire. 

The army also agreed another 
.partial pullout; from the Mostar 
region in the volatile Republic of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina whore fears 
of an explosive ethnic conflict 
have been growing. 


Croatia’s Foreign Minister, 
Zvonimir Separovich , called 
Thursday for an economic block- 
ade of Serbia and the Yugoslav 
military as a means of forcing an 
end to three months of blood- 
shed. 


Speaking to reporters after a 
meeting with Deputy Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagfebmger, Mr. 
Separovich said he received a 
“good reply” from Mr. Eaglebar- 
ger-to his suggestion but he did 
not elaborate further. 


Troops clash with Bucharest palace demonstrators 


BUCHAREST (R) — Riot 
police and anti- terrorist troops 
used tear gas' and firecrackers to 
disperse a crowd of about 5,000 
people who stoned Romanian 
President Ion Uiesca’s palace and 
shouted for him to resign, eyewit- 
nesses said. 

The crowd was made up of 
local workers organised by trade 
unions and a small group of 
coalminers who stayed behind 
after thousands of their col- 
leagues ended an earlier protest. 

The security forces opened fire 
with tear gas and deafening firec- 
•rackers from behind a two-metre- 
high concrete wall at the Cot- 
roceni Palace after protesters 
hurled stones and bottles, a Ren- 
ter correspondent said. 

“Assassins, assassins,” the de- 
monstrators shouted as they scat- 


tered, running down the hill. 
Women protesters were scream- 
ing angrily. 

A correspondent said be saw a 
pool of blood near the palace 
gates but it was not dear im- 
mediately who was injured. 

The ciqwd which launched the 
attack had marched from 
Bucharest's central Revolution 
Square to the p a l ace in the west of 
the tity intending to join the 
miners. 

The dashes broke out after the 
3,000 miners began tearing the 
p a lace for home after securing a 
■pledge from Mr. Biescu that their 
grievances over pay and work 
conditions bad been acknow- 
ledged and he would visit them in 
the western Jiu Valley next 
Mondav. 

Only several hundred miners 


were still there when the trouble 
began, a witness said. 

About 8,000 miners came to 
Bucharest Wednesday and Thurs- 
day and led fierce riots, storming 
Prime Minister Fetre Roman’s 
headquarters and forcing him to 
resign. • 

The miners were joined during 
their rampage by many local resi- 
dents who added Iliescu’s res- 
ignation to the list of demands. 

Meanwhile, Romania's r uling 
National Salvation Front (NSF) 
party called Friday for immediate 
elections, saying Romania faced a 
political crisis after two days of • 
riots led by coalminers. 

. The front's executive bureau 
said in a .radio statement the 
protesters were not -representa- 
tives of the Romanian' people. 

“We ask the Constituent 


Assembly to fulfil its mandate of 
drafting the constitution as soon 
■ as. possible, to give the .country 
necessary guarantees for the ex- 
istence of the state of law,” it 
said. 

“At the same time, the NSF 
executive bureau unanimously 
considers it is urgently necessary 
that a new legislative assembly be 
constituted through immediate 
elections.” 

. Mr. Biescu earlier met NSF 
deputy leader Ion Aurel Stoka 
. and leaders of eight opposition 
parties and asked them to prop- 
ose a new government formula- 
later in the day. 

Leaders of two of the opposi- 
tion parties called for a coalition- 
government of technocrats cap- 
able of organising free and bonest 
elections as soon as possible. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gorbachev changes KGB status In Moscow 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev Thurs- 
day switched control of the KGB’s Moscow branch to Boris 
Yeltsin’s Russian Federation gove rnm ent. The p residential de- 
cree was the latest move to streng th en the Russian Republic's 
power and Mr. Yeltsin's personal authority since he led the forces 
that defeated last month's hardline coup against Mr. Gorbachev. 
The KGB scouity police in the capital had been under control of 
national authorities. Now it will be under the Russian KGB, and 
indirectly under Mr. Yeltsin. Mr. Gorbachev’s decree, carried by 
the Soviet News Agency (TASS), said tire step would provide for 
‘‘prompter actions of state security bodies” and their “effective 
interaction” with municipal and regional authorities. 


has voted to do‘. Later it rejected 59-49 an effort to also follow the 
House of Representatives in catting Bush’s $5.2 billion request 
for Strategic Defence Initiative (SDQ anti-missile defence re- 
search to $3.5 bflfion. Opponents sard the cuts could be made 
from a $270 Union defence ap propriation bfll before the Senate 
because of the break up of the Soviet Union, and said tire savings 
were needed for future domestic spending. 


Rebels kill 28 In Philippines 


Pope urges peace In N. Ireland 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope John Paul has condemned all 
forms of violence in Northern Ireland and said Catholics and 
Protestants should strive -to overcome prejudices and hostility 
inherited from the past. "I have often referred to the need to 
overcome the prejudices or hostilities inherited from history hr 
relations between majorities and minorities,” the Pope' told 
Britain's new., amb as sad or to the Vatican, Andrew Eustace 
Painter. “Unfortuantely, we see with what obstinacy such! 
attitudes survive the passage of time,” be said.' In his address to 
Mr. Palmer at a credentials presentations ceremony the Pope 
added: “These same thoughts and sentiments express my deep 
concern and sorrow with regard to the con tinuing tragedy of 
Northern Ireland ... The church continues to condemn all acts of 
violence and intimidation, from whatever source they ori ginate. 
Peace cannot come from injustice and violence it can only be built 
on respect for the rights of individuals and peoples and on a 
shared sense of responsibility for the well-being of the entire 
population,” he said. 


MANILA (R) — Fresh fighting erupted m tire Philippines when 
Communist rebels killed 26 government soldiers and two civilians' 
in ambushes just days after calling off a unilateral ceasefire, the 
military said Friday. In their deadliest ambush this year, the 
guerrillas virtually wiped out an army patrol in the northern 
Philippines, killing 22 soldiers and wounding six, a militar y report 
said. One soldier was reported missing. The number of soldiers 
killed was the highest in asingle dash fens year between 
government troops and the Communist New People’s Army, 
which has been fighting for 22 years to establish a Marxist state, 
military officials said. Six people, including two civilians, were 
killed .in a .rebel ambush on central Negros Island Thursday, 
second day of a local ceasefire declared by the provincial 
government. Six people were wounded and taken to hospital. 


Imelda Marcos postpones return 


Peru rebels kill army general 


LIMA, PERU (AP) — ■ Maoist rebels struck a blow against 
gov e rnm ent efforts to control the capital's shantytowns, fatally 
shooting an army general who ran a programme to hand out food 
and medicine, the military said Thursday. The general, who was 
bead of Peru's top military hospital, was one of the highest- 
ranking officers killed in the 12 years since die rebels first took up 
arms. A spokesman for the joint command, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said the rebels shot Gen. Walter Perma Rivas five 
tunes in the chest daring the Wednesday night killing . 


NEW YORK (R) — Imelda Marcos postponed her trip Thursday 
to Honolulu — a trip which she had suggested would be stopover 
before returning to Manila to free trial on. tax evasion charges 
there. Roger Peyuan, spokesman for the former Philippines first 
lady, said she had planned to go to Honolulu to hold a manorial 
mass to mark the second anniversary of the death of her husband, 
Ferdinand, who died in exQe in Hawaii on Sept. 28, 1989. There 
have been unexpected developme n ts which have not been 
disclosed to us,” he said. “She will not be travelling, to Honolulu 
Thursday.” The delay in the trip was announced after Mrs. 
Marcos, who lives in New York, spent several hours consulting 
her attorney and (dose advisers, Mr. Peyuan said. 


Pilot: Noriega wanted drug cash 


Bonn seeks compromise on abortion laws 


BONN (AP) — Parliament Thursday began the emotion-charged 
task of trying to reconcile Germany’s two widely diverging 
abortion laws. Lawmakers have o ffere d proposals ranging from 
allowing penalty-free abortions to a ban on the practice. Tbe issue 
has splintered roughly along political lines and is further 
complicated by the different officials abortion policies of west and 
east Germany, which unified last year. The decision of a unified 
abortion position was left up to parliament, whose debate 
Thursday was the formal start of what could be a long process of 
settling the issue. East Germany's abortion regulations — -which 
permit abortions in the first trimester — are stiD in effect in Hint 
part of the nation. West German law— which restricts abortions 
in the first 12 weeks to provable cases of need — is still effect in 
this part of Germany. Politicians are trying to reach a com p r omise 
but they appear far from agreement. Uta Wuerfel, a lawmaker 
with die Free Democrats, junior partner’s in Chance llor Helmut 
Kohl's coalition government, said a pregnant mother alone has 
the right to decide whether it would be better for her and tbe child 
not to give birth. 


MIAMI (AP) — The prosecution’s star witness against Manuel 
Noriega testified Thursday that the former P anamanian dictator 
negotiated a tough deal to protect the Medellin cocaine cartel’s 
first drug flights through Panama. Dreg pflot-tunted-informant 
Floyd Carlton, a longtime Noriega associate, said that in 2982 
Noriega angrily spurned the cartel’s initial offer of $30,000 to 
$50,000 per 400-kflogramme cocaine load flown into Panama en 
route to tbe United States. Me anwhi le. U.S. district judge 
Kenneth Ryskamp Thursday stayed depositions set Saturday for 
Noriega’s wife and two daughters in a suit by the go vernm ent of 
Panama charging the family engaged in racketeering with the 
Bank of Credit and Commerce International. Judge Ryskamp 
said be would let the depositions be orn Oct. 4 imfess fresh 
arguments persuade him to in t e r v ene. In his testimony, -Mr. 
Carlton said be had passed on tbe offer to Gen. Noriega after 
meeting with cartel chieftains Pablo Escobar and Gustavo Gaviria 

in Medeflin, Colombia. 


Galileo 'hears’ lightning on Venus 


U.S. Senate backs B-2, SDI 


WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. Senate narrowly rejected 
efforts to cut President George Bush requests for the B-2 Stealth 
bomber and anti-missile defence research because of tire break up 
of the Soviet Union. It rejected 51-48 a proposal to halt 
production of the radar-evading B-2 bomber with tire 15 already 
approved by the U.S. Congress, as the House of Representatives 


PASADENA, California (AP) — The Jupiter-bound Galileo 
spacecraft has found the best evidence yet dwt vemrs has 
lightning. And unless NASA can fix a stuck antenna, that could 
be one of the $1.4 billion mission’s biggest discoveries. The study 
being published Friday in the journal Science didn’t reveal 
whether the lighting is produced by thund e rst o rms or by ash 
clouds from yet-undetected volcanic eruptions on Venus. Planets 
already known to have lightning include Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus and Neptune. The existence of lightning on Venus has 
been debated since weaker evidence was detected in 1979 by 
NASA'S pioneer Venus orbiter and the Soviet Venera 11 and 12 
landers. Galileo past Verms last year, detecting radio signals 
produced by six to nine li ghtning flashes in Venus’ sulfuric 
clouds, said the report by University of Iowa physicist Donakl A. 
Gurnett and colleagues in France and California. 



Emperor AMhito 

Akihito 

stresses 


peace 


pledge in 
Thailand 


BANGKOK (R) t— Emperor 
Akihito, on a peace mission to 
South East Aria, visited Thai- 
land’s War Memorial Friday and 
repeated- assurances that Japan 
would not revert to militarism. 

Emperor Akihito, on Ins first 
overseas trip since taking office, 
laid a wreath and observed a 
minute’s silence in front of the 
Victory Monument in' Bangkok 
honouring Thailand’s war dead. 

The e m p eror, accompanied by 
Empress Michiko, arrived in 
Thailand Thursday, their fin* 
stop on an 11-day tour that in- 
cludes visits to Malaysia and In- 
donesia. Akihito is the first 
Japanese monarch to- visit South 
East Asia, where memories of 
Japan’s brutal mflitaiy rule up to 
1945 are still vivid. 

In talks with Thai Prime Minis- 
ter Anand Panyarachun, Emper- 
or Akihito referred to a pledge he 
made Thursday that a peace- 
loving Japan -would “never repeat 
the horrors of that most unfortun- 
ate war,” a palace aide said. . 

■ “The prime minister thanked 
the emperor for bringing his mes- 
sage of peace ... and the emperor 
refened to the unfortunate past 
again," tbe aide told reporters. 

Emperor Akihito commented 
for tire first time on Japan’s mili t- 
ary misdeeds in South East Aria 
but stopped short of an explicit 
apology at a welcoming banquet 
Thursday hosted by Thailand’s 
King Bhumibo! Adulyadej. 

Japan’s imperial armies adv- 
anced through East and South 
East Asia in the name of Emper- 
or HSrohho, Emperor Akftuto’s 
late father. Many Asians still 
bitterly resent that brutal rule, 
which resulted in -!-e deaths of 

milli ons. 

In the meeting, Mr. Anand 
urged Japan to step up economic 
cooperation' and direct invest- 
ment. in Thailand, said Kiyoshi 
Sunnya, the palace’s grand mas- 
ter of ceremonies. 

“The prime minis ter said that 
Thailand expects Japan to (day a 
leading rale (in the region),” Mr. 
Sumiya said. 

Japan, which in World War n 
forced Thailand to allow its 
troops .free passage during its 
sweep through tbe region, is now 
Bangkok’s biggest trading part- 
ner and main foreign investor.'; 
Mr. Anand, head of the nutitary- 
installed government since last 
February’s coup, thanked 
Emperor Akihito for choosing 
Thailand for his first foreign visit 
after ascending the throne on his 
father’s death m January, 1989. 


Dusk-to-dawn curfew 


imposed on Zaire capital 


KINSHASA, Zaire (AP) — The 
embattled government of Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko has de- 
clared a dusk-to-dawn curfew in 
Kinshasa and adopted an 
emergency plan to get provisions 
to the ransacked capital. 

. “Famine is . threatening,” Bel- 
gian Foreign Minister Mark Eys- 
kens said Thursday after four 
days of mifitary4ed rioting that 
ravaged the c api t a l and may have 
claimed up to 100 lives. 

. A Belgium-based relief orga- 
nisation, Doctors Without Bor- 
ders, said its team in Kinnhasa 
counted 40 dead people in two- 
hospitals Wednesday night. But 
its Brussels-based spokesman, 
Dr. Pierre Hauze, said the team 
estimated about 100 people had 
actually died. 

He said that 1,250 to 1,750 
people had been injured in riot- 
ing Monday and Tuesday led by 
Zairean troops, who took to the 
streets after not receiving their 
pay. That led to wider anti-gov- 
ernment unrest. 

Authorities dispersed several 
hundred demonstrators marching 
on the Belgian embassy “in an 
extremely violent fashion,” injur- 
ing several people Thursday, Bel- 
gian Foreign Minister Mark- Eys- 
kens said. 

Tbe British Broadcasting Corp. 
said Mr. Mobutu’s troops fired on 
.demonstrators in tbe capital, but 
(fid not report casualties. 

France and Belgium, which 
sent hundreds of troops to Zaire 
to assist in the evacuation of their 
citizens, reiterated calls Wednes- 
day for Mr. Mobutu, who has 
ruled Zaire for 26 years, to move 
toward multiparty democracy. 

French and Belgian troops 
have moved into Zaire’s heart- 
land as thousands of foreigners 
fled the central African country 
with tales of looting and un- 
checked violence. 

Opposition leaders charged 
that Mr. Mobutu incited flic 
troops to mutiny to provoke in- 
tervention by Western forces. 
Twice in the 1970s, Western 
troops intervened * to keep 
Mr.Mobutu in power when dissi- 
dent Zaireans atacked from Mar- 
xist-ruled Angola. 

State-run Radio Zaire, moni- 
tored in neighbouring Congo, 
said unrest had spread to Kisan- 
gani, 1,200 kilometres northeast 
of the capital; Kamnia, 1,200 
kilometres east; Lubumbashi, 
1,800 kilometres south east, and 
Kohvezi, a mining town to the 


South East where Belgian and 
French forces arrived 
Wednesday. 

The spread of riots across the 
nation revived fears of the fac- 
tional violence in the 1960s after 
the aid o£ colonial rate. The 
fighting by breakaway regions left 
hundreds of thousands of people 
dead. 


On Wednesday, tire Belgian 
government decided to send 500 
mare troops to Zaire to protect 
its nationals, jonring 500 already 
there. France now has 900 troops 
in tire nation. 

About 280 French and Belgian 
pa r a t roo p ers were dispatched- to 
the southern mining city of Kot- 


A French military source in 
Brazzaville said, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said 2.000 
foreigners — most of them 
French, Belgian, American, Ita- 
lian of Israeli — had been evacu- 
ated from Zaire by late Wednes- 
day. Several hundred others fled 
south to Zambia, Zimbabwe or 
South Africa. 


’There is nothing left in Kinsh- 
asa. All the stores have been 
pillaged, all tbe factories burned, 
all the villas owned by Europeans 


emptied,” said Claude Poosacfae, 
ooe of 241 evacuees who arrived 
-Thursday in Paris. 

Some Europeans who escaped 
the chaos told of killings, rape 
and looting by Zairean troops 
joined by civilians. 

Gangs of armed Zairean sol- 
diers tfareatend to shoot or stab 
foreign families unless they hand- 
ed over cash after systematically 
.sacking their hones, 'evacuees 
from two days of riots in Kinshasa 
said Thursday. 


“They came into the house and 
stole everything. Then they 
threatened myself, my wife and 
three children .with death three 
times,” said construction firm 
manager Richard Slight, who ar- 
rived on one of the first evacua- 
tion flights to reach Belgium. 


“When I say robbed, I mean 
there’s nothing left,” Mr. Slight 
said at the Neder-Over-Heem- 
beek Military Hospital, the re- 
ception point for some 658 eva- 
cuees so far flown to Belgium. 


-’“They took my shoes because 
they said I might have hidden 
money in them. They .even* 
looked under my wife’s dress,’ 
be said. 


U.S. may use troops to bar 
N.Korean nuclear project 


SEOUL (R) — The United 
States and other world powers 
could use force to prevent North 
Korea from developing nuclear 
weapons. South Korean Defence 
Minister Lee Jong-Koo said 
Friday. 

“Tbe will of those countries 
equipped with nuclear weapons, 
to prevent North Korea from 
developing nodear weapons, is 
now extremely strong,” a par- 
liamentary official quoted Mr. , 
Lee as telling a National Assem- 
bly committee. 

“In tbe worst case like the 
situation in Iraq, we cannot 
ignore the possibility that (world 
powers) may take military ac- 
tions,” Mr. Lee was quoted as 
saying. 

The official said Lee was refer- 
ring to recent wa rmi ngs by world 
leaders, including U.S. President 
George Bush, to Iraq not to 
inter fe re with unconditional in- 
ternational inspection of its 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Mr. Lee told the committee 


North Korea would he able to 
produce enough plutonium to 
make half a dozen nuclear bombs 
as eariy as next year, the official 
said. 


North Korea's unclear prog- 
ramme, which fyongyang says is 
purely for peaceful purposes, has 
caused serious concern among its 
neighbours and nations that fear 
tbe iso l ated Stalinist state is dose 
to developing nudear arms. 

While Pyongyang has signed 
tbe nudear nonproliferation trea- 
ty, it has refused to allaw interna- 
tional inspection of its nudea r 
facilities and has said the United 
States should allow inspection of 
its nudear weapons in South 
Korea. . 


Tbe United States as a matter 
of policy refuses to c onfirm or 
deny the presence of nudear 
weapons at a specific site but has 
said Pyongyang’s demand is 
peripheral to tbe issue of interna- 
tional inspection of North Korean 
fa cil i ties. 


Salvadoreans welcome peace accord 


SAN SALVADOR, H Salvador 
' (AP) — Salvadoreans have wel- 
comed a U.N.-brokered accord 
that promises to end Dearly 12 
years of civil war. But expressions 
were subdued, underscoring a 
: stoicism fostered by the long, 
brutal conflict, and fi ghting con- 
tinued. - 

“I sense in the country a sort of 
sopressed joy, a joy mixed with 
incredulity and an anxiousness 
arising from the knowledge that 
we’re reaching the cuhninatiou of 
the peace process,” said Mods. 
Gregorio Rosa Chavez, auxiliary 
Roman Catholic Bishop of San 
Salvador. 

More than 75,000 people — 
mostly civilians — have been 
killed In the fighting between the 
rebels and a succession of U.S.- 
backed Salvadorean govern- 
ments. 

President Alfredo Gristiani and 
the top commanders of the leftist 
guerrilla army Wednesday cap- 
ped 10 days of negotiations at 
UN. headquarters in New York 
utith a momentous agreement 

Tbe accord provides for purge 
and reduction of the armed 
forces, incor p o rati on of insur- 
gents into a new pobce force and 
the distribution of idle state- 
owned farmland to landless 
peasants. 


Despite the signed peace pact, 
tbe bloodletting continued Thurs- 
day. Guerrillas of the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front; 
or FMLN, attacked army posi- 
tions along die main north-south 
highway 24 kakxnetrcs north of 
the capital of San Salvador. 
Radio reports said three soldiers 
and eight rebels were wounded in 

the fi ghtin g 

Some far-rigbtist and military 
factions are adamantly opposed 
to having the rebels join tbe new 
police force. 

The creation of the dvOfan- 
headed force would follow the 
dissolution of current militarised 
police corps now under the De- 
fence Mimstiy. 

Some politicians have express- 
ed fears that recalcitrant element 
on tire extreme right — both mate 
and outside — the military might 
a coup in response to the 


CoL Herrarte also welcomed 
the rebels into the new police 
force. 

“If they meet the conditions for 
joining, there's no problem. Be- 
cause the FMLN is 1 going to be- 
come part of civilised society,” he 
said. - 


Fidel Qiayez Mena, president 
of the centrist Christian Demo- 
cratic Forty, called the agreement 
“a very positive and encouraging 
step forward.” But . he also 
warned of “discordant voices that 
hope to Mock or undermine the 
negotiating process.” 

“The important thing now is 
that these accords be ‘ im- 
plemented,” be said. 


But the first public response 
from a member of the anny high 
command was positive.. 

The whole Salvadorean peo- 
ple receives tbe accord with Satis- 
faction, especially the members 
of the military, we who five the 
war 24 hours a day. Perhaps 
we’re the most satisfied ofall,” 
said Col. Carlos Herrarte, com- 
mander of the 5th Army Brigade. 


Representatives of both rides 
agreed an end to the fi gfrtin g jg 
near. But just how near remained 
a matter <rf speculation. 

Guerrilla commander Scfaafik 
Handal said the rebels have prop- 
osed a trace that could take effect 
virtually immediately. CoL Her- 
rarte said the army .wouk) rem ai n 
on alert until tbe fighting stop- 
ped. 

These is co nse ns u s that a 
cessation of hostifities will .be 
reached by late October. 
Another negotiating session is 
scfaednlcd for Oct. 12 in Mexico 
City. 



Diana ends visit 
to Pakistan 


Number of U.S. 
poor rises to 133% 
of population 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
number of poor Americans in- 
creased in 1990 with more than 13 
out of every 100 Kving in p o v ert y , 
U.S. statisticians have reported. 
The 13.5 per coot poverty rate, 
tiie Commerce Department said, 
was higher than during the 1970s 
when the poverty rate dropped to 
11.1 per cent of the population in 
1973. Officials said that tbe num- 
ber of people- in poverty in- 
creased to 33.6 minion in 1990 
from 31.5 million in 1989 and 
most of those under the poverty 
line — 66.5 per cent — weft 
white. The United States, has 
about 249 million people. In 
1989, 12.8 out of every 100 peo- 
ple, 12.8 per cent, were pom 1 . 
Half of the U.S. poor are other 
children or elderly. A single per- 
son .making less than $6,652 
annually would be considered 
poor. For a family of four, the 
poverty threshold is $13,359. The 
department also released figures 
showing household income drop- 
ped for the first time since 1982, 
with die median household in- 
come at $29,943 — a decline of 
$525 from 1989. That means half 
of all bonseholds had cash income 
of more than $29,943 while half 
had less. It was the first drop in 
household income since tbe end' 
of the last major recession in 
1982. The number of poor blacks 
efid not change much between 
1989 and.1990, but remained very 
high with 31.9 per cent of afi 
blacks fatting under tbe poverty 
fines. More than- 28 per cent of 
Hispanks were poor. 


Liz Taylor resting 
at home 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Actress 
Elizabeth Taylor, ordered to rest 
after a near-collapse timing an 
appearance tins week, was up- 
beat Thursday and recovering her 
strength at home, a spokes- 
woman said. Ms. Taylor, 59, is 
under doctor’s orders to rest in. 
bed following a dizzy spell Tues- 
day in Houston, tbe eighth stop 
on a 10-city tour to promote her 
new perfume line. Here physi- 
cian, Dr. Michael Roth, said Ms, 
Taylor was suffering from ex-' 
haustion and dehydration. Her 
spokeswoman said tbe actress 
was in excellent health. “Every- . 
body’s really exhausted after the 
eight-city tour,” said Chen Sam, 
a spokeswoman for Ms. Taylor. 
“I talked to her ti»» morning and 
«be’s feeling much better.” The ill 
spell came less than two weeks 
before Ms. Taylor’s Oct. 6 wed- 
ding to construction worker Larry 
Fortensky. It will be tbe Holly- 
wood glamour queen’s eighth 
marriage. Miss Taylor met the' 
39-year-old Fortensky during 
drug abuse treatment at the Betty 
Ford Clinic in Rancho Mirage, - 
California, in November 1988. " 


Morgue porter 
throws severed 
head at workmate 


LON DON (R) — A British , hos- 
pital find the .chief porter at its 
mortnaiy after he lobbed a se- 
vered .head at a workmate. “It 

was a dreadfal trick to playV said 

a trade muon official at South 
Tyneside District Hospital faf 
northeast England. The victim of 
the prank was fared to tbe mortUH 
wy and thrown a -bag. When be 
c&tigfat and opened it he found 

the bead of a man who had been 

killed in a train actident 






m jf' -f'"' 

k 




ISLAMABAD (R) — Britain’s 
Princess Diana left Pakistan for 
home Friday having impressed 
many Pakistanis with her comnnt- 
rneut to helping society’s poorest 
and neediest. “We know that she 
is not just a figurehead princes! 
She takes a genuine interest,” 
■aid Mira Phaubus, the p ri nc ip al 
of a Lahore Women’s College the 
princess visited. Tbe 3(tyear-bld 
princess, wife 'of tbe heir to the 
British throne, was determined 
to show she was a working mem- 
ber ofthe -royal fanrily, during 
visits to centres helping the dis- 
abled and ding addicts, British 
sources said. With her two boys 
bom mote than two years apart, 
she was hailed by Pakistan's 
population control chief as the 
model mother. “We are going to 
prepa re posters with the slogan 
‘Princess Diana only has two chfl- 
(fren’ in the hope that more 
women wiD join the family pain- 
nmg p rog ram me,” said Mahbub 
Ahmad.- Pakistan ‘has one of the 
highest birth rates in the world 
but efforts to promote birth con- 
trol and proper spaemg of chil- 
dren are ham pered by cultural 
barriers and opposition from 
some Islamic leaders. 
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